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Cn entetrald pastures, livestock 
grazes in the shadow oF factories 
Minit (LoS PLOW SU THLE SES 
lorminge in the island nation, where 
hopes for the future crowd oul 
dreams of a ramantic past. 
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This parched readme of cactuses 
and pronghorns that straddles 
California, Arizona, and Mexico 
faces increasing development. 

4 double map supplement high- 
lighis Mexico's cultural heritage 
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Sereniry lineers in the villages ane 
Li vaiieys oF JOP S western 
vane, where rice farmers and arti 
cans fonor the nation's ideals of 
family, tradinon, simpliciry 
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Resort far tars ang é CMMLPALES SUAS 
and headquarters of the Soviets’ 
Black Sea Fleet, the Aisteric 
peninsula is ite prize in today's 
tug-of-war between Russia and 
Ukraine 
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Witit-a new funerary tradition— 
brightly painted coffins shaped 
like animals, airplanes, and fuxury 
qutos—GAanaians honor the dead 
and celebrate their lives, 
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Shifting moral Va 


lreland —for better or worse —toward modernity, ven 
the once adamantine authority at the Roman Catholic 
Church is challenged. At remote Slea Head a motorist 


st rea ke by religious st atua rY Wort by mood V weather. 
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lreland, even mythic Ireland, a not-too-distant past tor which 


they sul ter pangs ot , néind—and also embarrassment. ~ 
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hack the other way, ina widening Eyre, Polt en 
hair spread out in the sun 

A flock of small children plaved tna gutted 
delivery van nearby. “Are you from the 
nolicer” & bos head 
Assured 
“somebody stole it and 


asked, sticking his 
through the blown-oul rear window 
hie Sane 


that wasn't, 


leftitover there, We took the wheels off so the 





| i] 1 
police wouldn't trke it away 





The van was their plavhouse, Ballymun 
having been built without adequate chops, 
ninverounds, or other basic facilities: Such 
public-nowsing estates sprang up all over wi 
ban Ireland in the 1960s and °70s, often on the 
isolated fringes of big cities, ike shelf space for 
the unemployed and the unwanted. “People 
hear Ballymun and they think you re a junkie 
or a thief or a suicidal case," a local man told 
me. “But the maiority of people are decent,” 


He looked at the dingy row of hith-rise builed- 


Ings, “The gray, pray towers of home.” 





In the van the boy proudly showed me how 
und his friends had stripped the rubber lin 
ers from around the doors ancislung them from 
holes poked in the roof to make trapezes, on 
which two youngsters went cartening from 
one side of the van to the other. Another group 
of children began pelting the van with dirt 
hombs, “My name is Stephen McNevin, my 
name is," the bay was saving. Hut the din 
plus the bawling of hic three-year-old niece, 
plus the possibility that the real Stephen 
McNevin might show up from the building 
nextdoor torectaim fis name, all drove him to 
gistraction. He thrust his head back out the 
rear window and roared, "Hold yer fippin 





tire; there's a child in here 


came {oOo mind 
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The words “real lrelancd’ 
It'sa phrase the Irish use to descnbeany place 


By “real 


Ireland” the Irish usually mean postcard Ire 


other than where they are right now 
lanl, even mythic [relancl, a-not-too-cdistant 
past for which they sufter pangs of longing 

and alsoembarrassment: A smart city type ina 
recent play by Brian Friel peers arouncla rural 
landscape and with a 

“Bloody Indian territory!" 


ehuchtier declares, 


Lea AA 
quarter of the population lies in metropolitan 
Dubhiy 


ing, isthe engine of the Irish economy, maostls 


Real [reland 6 €&n Urban nation 


Lice, And meaniitas | ring, nant farm 
wocer the control of multinational companies 
It is the youngest country in Europe, with 
nlmost half the popu Tt has 
aleo lately realized that half its population is 
female: The Trish Constitution still says a 
woman § place is in the home, but women 
now cometitute a third of the workforce, and 
they've become a dynamic element in publi: 
Vilar 


Robinson as [reland’s first female president 





ation under 25 


hie, mcs wen hy with the election of 


The light tn Dreland now is often neon 
Scruffy neighborhoods like Ballymun have in 
Spired string af eccentric hit movies, ALTHO 
them fv Left Poot, Pre Crying Game, and The 
Commitments, in whith pale-faced jackeens 


the slang term for Dubliners) growled “Im 
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Mine counties made up the anciont 
province of Ulster, Threa-now lie 
in the republic; the other six, 
divided inte 26 administrating 
districts, define the boundaries 
ef Northern Ireland, often 7 
referred to aa, simply, Ulster, 


Atlantic 





Only aday's drive across, 
enough to contain its clamor- 
ous history, A succession of 
invaders--Celts, Vikings, 
Normans—created an [rish 
stew of Peoples that secthed 
during 700 years of English 
domination. Waves of out- 
Migration were set in moan 
by high lirthrates, the prac- 
tiee of farmers bestowing 


Property anly upon the first- 
born son, and the Poth. 
century potato famine. 
Contention over 
territory will remain 
o< Jone as forces for 
and against uniting 
British-controlled 
Northern Lrelond with 
the Republic of Ireianed, 
independent since 1937, 
Stay hocks tn hele nur- 
derous stulemair 


hiack and I'm proud” while endeavoring 
belatedly to bring soul music to Ireland. U2, 
often dubbed the world's most successful rock 
band, originated just down the road from Bal- 
Iymun and has invested its wealth to make 
Dublin a center of the international music 
industry. Glitterati prowl the streets, Mick 
Jagger often among them. At times it feels asif 
the entire nation is hurtling into a honky-tonk 
future with the rag ends of its discarded peas- 
ant culture still fluttering wildly in its wake. 

Treland has become prosperous, partly be- 
cause the spirit of enterprise has revived after 
lang stagnation—and also because the Euro- 
pean Union has handed over almost 30 billion 
dollars for modernization and farm subsidies 
since Ireland became a member in 1973. 
Where once all cars were Fords, and even they 
were scarce, it’s common now to see BMWs in 
the streets. Where displays of sophistication 
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once incurred withering cisapproval, every- 
one 4cems to vacation in the Canary LE ‘ 

now, and, for those who don't, every town 
hus “turbo sunbed” tanning. But at the same 
time, joblessness has soared, to nearly 20 per- 
cent (and more than 60 percent in places like 
Ballymun). Headlines tell of tourists mugged 
at needle-point by heroin addicts and police 
pelted with stones in the housing projects of 
Dublin and Galway, Along with freedom and 
promise, there is a sense that the [rish have 
come acirift from their old social anchors in the 
land, the church,-and the family. 

The old vision of Ireland, of Roman Catho- 
lic families living in “frugal comfort” on srl) 
farms and of “comely maidens” dancing at 
the crossroads —the dreamy rural myth, cele- 
brated by Eamon de Valera, independent Ire- 
land*s most towering political figure—had 
already faded by the 1970s. 


National Geograpiic, September 1004 
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But it has been smashed to bite in recen! ix. Ulster counties that remain part of thi 
years Dy a serces of pauntully public eventis— United Kingdom. Before the Irish Republi 
notably the “A case, in which a i4-vear-old won its independence im 1922, the Enelis| 
Wirl was raped by a friend's father and thi domimited [reland for more than 700 year: 
government tried to stop her from traveling and a lingering colonial mincl-set still colors 
abroad for an abortion. (Having voted aver- Irish thinking 
Whelmingly to ban abortion in the | 980s, Any conversation can turn, with a fresh 
many Irish suddenly found themselves inthe sense of injury, to those times when Catholics 


agonizing position of identifving the victim were forbidden to buy land, speak Irish, o1 


le 


WIth ther own daughters. An aborbon-rnehts freely practice their religion. The 900,000 
activist recails that instead of spitting, people Protestants of Northern Ireland recite with 
starte ~ ROAR CMI Hare tr, fFaAkine Tr. PUG) Oeslon toa ot ui ir] ; i i ( at} 

tart aking our hands and taking pam- equal passion afear of wielding power to Cath- 
phlets.") Soon after, the news broke that on olics. In the republic the constitution and the 
othe country smost popular relwious heures wading palate al parties have long stocad fora 
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attor with an American and refused. at first fears of sectarian miulrder= have made the old 


— Ee a tee oy ; = oh a , , bases altel + Tt arb, Ul ean el a FET Ea E ee a x = 
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to acknowlecdee his own son rhetone unpalatabl We know very well." a 


The old vision of Ireland has also sutferecs] Dublin columnist recently wrote, “why am 
because of the squalid conflict between Catho- expression of Irish nationalism has come to be 


ic anc Protestant ower Northern Ireland, the regarded almost a3 an embarrassmen! 


H | SQOUTET and easy to catch,” says Lee 
fonrnson, aot left, of his pony Gyros 
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vals. | go back partly because | was reared in 





= 1 = wat A e| A Cai 
anc nine times over the past 


19505 America as an Trish Catholic, and the 
state of mind is familiar: the delight in words 
paired with a facility mainly for expressing one 
emotion (isn't irony an emotions), the sensua 
nature constricted by the fear of hell, th 
longing for faith muted by resentment of the 
church, the libera 


own ry mtoleran [ VW hen [| hear the [risl 





sncinl] outlook dragged 
talk-with love and bitterness about their own 
culture, and when | feel the tension helween 
old and new there, something still resonates 
within me. however cistantl 

[ zo back because I love [reland, largeeh 
for what has staved the same. Even Dublin 
remains relaxed by foreign standards, and 
people mostly act as if other people still matter 
l like te wake wp to the morning sun on the 
freen copper domes and yellow chimney pots 


Scie 


he smell of toasted brown bread with strone 
tea, and the latest exchange on the letters-to 
the-ecitor page: On Monday, a correspondent 
i driver can signal her apo 
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| go to Treland because it is shill possible to )}«6ttown of Millstreet, County Cork, “He was a 
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the number for a fishing lodge named De- the whip, and they wouldn't all be going to the 
phi in County Mayo. “Delphi,” the operato horse. Of course, he was taking them toc 
mused. “Like the oracle.” He leafed throug! The neighbor under discussion, Nol | 
his clirectory. “And when vou goforthe fishin Duggan, is 60 now and hasn't mellowed much 
‘lave, they are just as mysterious and elu with age. He drives through low? in a4 silver 
sive.” The Irish have held on so fer to the Mercedes, with the visor down. He isa small, 
knowledge that God didn'tputusonthisearth enthusiastic man with a mobile phone on his 
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colely to catch the fish or get the number belt and clear blue eves fixed on big 
That's sometimes easy to forget, especially One knee bounces, and his fingers drum hes 
whe n the subject Al eas iS modernization restrained Irom moving toward Loose clrenms 
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Noel C 


as he is known evervwhere, has become the 


for more than five minutes wt a time 
Incrowned king of Milistreet, celebrated as a 
symbolof what ts ambitious and healthy about 
modern [relanel 

Willstreet today isa handsome rural town of 
about 1.500 people, litte more than a singl 
street of freshly painted pubs and tracitional! 
w'ood-fronted shops with nashirtiums spilling 
out ol window boxes. It mses on a hillside ina 
landscape of hign, dark mountains and rolling 
green lields. But when Noel © pot his start, it 
Wasacdying backwater, bypassed by the Cark 
Killarney road and the automotive ace 

As the eldest son among 11 children, Noel 
quit school atare 13, on his father’s death. His 
neighbors believed his attempt ta revive his 
grandfather's hardware business was doomed 


to foolure, like Millstreet and [relanc itsel! 


freignd an Foast-Forwaril 





no iev 


“They laughed 


scotted ancl thes 
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mocked and they talked af the corner,” he 
recalls, voice tichtening. [he memory is com 
monplace in [relane 
having no future, was one of the most perva 
sive effects of Ireland's long 
begrodzery, the use 


niut-clown to discourage anvone élse from tak- 


4, sense of inferionty, of 


enon history, 
and s0 Wie if the sharp 
ig to ig ol pie ¢ of £ meager ple 

But Novel ( prospered, expanding into thi 
structural-stee! business. He kept his car viso) 


he says, because “T had the atte 


down then 
tude that if | must drive through the town, 
then the less people [ saw, the better, | gat nll 
my business out of town,” 

No single event or flowering of brotherly 
love seems to have transformed Noel C into 
WUStreet’ s most energetic civic booster. But 


Obes. fm ify .fi ' - =o | — a 
in the date 1970s a small group of local Jeaders 


began to meet at his house to find ways of put- 
ting Millstreet back on the map. The result 
is that the town now has nearly 500 high- 
technology jobs, hardly any unemployment, 
and a reputation for white magic. Millstreet 
hosts an international horse show that rivals 
the world-renowned Roval Dublin Society 
show, Last vear, when the “Dublinization” of 
Ireland was otherwise advancing unchecker, 
Millstreet displaced the capital as host for the 
Eurovision Song Contest, a major Faropean 
entertainment event, 

Noel C has made the revival of Millstreet his 
holy mission, for what seemed to me a benev- 
olent but also a dark and intriguingly Lrish 
motive, a motive that is on the rise in modern 
Ireland: It is the pendulum opposite of be- 
erucdgery, a determination to prove everyone 
else wrong, to reverse the fate of his grand- 
father, who died “a disappointed man in a 
dilapidated community,” even to undo centu- 
ries of colonial backwardness in a generation. 
Tt can be an indomitable force, especially 
paired with clever execution, Thus Noel C 
offered the Eurovision contest free use of his 
six-million-dollar horse-show complex, built 
largely with European Union grants. But he 
made sure that participants from 25 nations 
would each begin with the same greeting, 
“Good evening, Millstrect!"”—a promotional 
mantra going out from his backwater to 300 
million television viewers worldwide. 

The community seems to. animate Noel C's 
every thought now, The visor stays down 
out of habit, but as he drives, he exchanges 
greetings with almost evervone. To enlist the 
town's support, he put away the whip and 
learned to listen to his neighbors. 

Noel C turns the car into the driveway of 
Drishane Castle, one of the great estates that 
once constricted Millstreet under the old calo- 
nial system of landlord ownership, All four 
surviving estates now belong to Noel C. 
“These were all no-go territories when I was a 
child," he says, his voice brimming close to 
satisfaction. “You can be sure that I was 
chased out of them. Now that I own them, 
they're open to the whole world.” The castle 
will become Millstreet’s first hotel, and the 
plan inspires him: “I'm talking about a health- 
regeneration center, tomether with a sports- 
rehabilitation farility!” Heis exultant. “I was 
the chosen one to do something to make the 
town busy again. T love doing it. I'll die a 
happy man.” But not too soon. Noel C glances 
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under the car visor at the green hillsides.and, 
like a vista, his agenda for Millstreet opens 
before: his mind's blinkered eye. “I haven't 
even begun vet,” he says, 

But it would be misleading—and maybe a 
litle terrifying—to suggest that Ireland has 
become a-nation of Noel C. Duggans. On the 
contrary, I often felt in my travels as though 
the rest of Ireland were still waiting to be born, 
and, unlike Millstreet, not much looking for- 
ward to the prospect. “I don’t think we've 
come into the world yet," a Dublin man 
hedged. “We're still in the embryo.” Every- 
where, [encountered a sense that traditional 
Irish values have foiled or been corrupted. But 
while here anc there a Noel C pursued his new 
yiston, most people seemed more interested in 
griping about the old way of life, in fixing 
blame for what they'd lost, or in picking over 
their whole shattered mythology for a laugh. 


Mi (uke USED TO BE a dairy there,” 


said Betty Cashin, a grandmother 

with ruddy cheeks and blond curls 

gone to platinum. We were walking 
down Summerhill, a-street on the north side 
of Dublin where she'd raised her children 
“You'd go and ask formaybe ahalf pintofmilk 
and pay two pence for it. They had it in-a big 
wooden bucket on the counter with aclothover 
the top, and they'd scoop it out with a glass for 
you. There was agrocery next door, with fresh 
butter, Ah, it wis the bestthing you-could taste. 
God bless the days, when they were good!” 

Those days were also often desperately 
poor, Even into mid-century, some Dublin 
families still shared a single room without 
plumbing, and children sometimes went bare- 
footin winter. But what lingers with the older 
generation is the lost sense of neighborhood, 
People may not have had money to buy meat, 
but they remember when a neighbor was more 
fortunate—and passed along the cooking 
water from her boiled bacon and cabbage so 
the cabbage of the family next door could 
have at least the flavor of meat. 

“Vou had neighbors and they were grand," 
said Mary Corbally, who livec| around the cor- 
ner from Betty Cashin. “I loved standing at 
the door. That was me life. | had a brick to 
hold it open so the kids could run in and out. I 
used to love it when it was raining, because all 
the kids would sit in the hall roaring and 
screaming, [miss it, [t's too quiet now.” 

The shops and the old Georgian tenements 


Nattonal Geographic, September 1904 
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are gone from Summerhill, replaced by public 
housing in the 1986s. “T tell you what sticks in 
my mind,” said Corballh 
te knock the old ones down than it did to putup 
the new ones. They were solid stone 


only c ardhoarc now 


‘Th took ‘tn loner 
hey Te 


In the 1980s people began to recognize that 
the essential character of the city was disap 
pearing along with its funlights and wooden 
window sashes and brass-knobbed painted 
doors. Preservation of Dublin's. celebrated 
(,eorgian architect 
New 


details began to appear everywhere 


beceine @ fashionable 


ure 
CALS buildings with neo-Georgian 
Ocddly, though, the destruction of Georgian 
neienborhoods= dicin tstop. Every time ] went 
another street of brick row 
houses and pubs had fallen tomake room fora 


Shopping Mall or a commuter roadway 


Lo WES, 


east K 


The 


attitude among urban developers seemed to be 


lreland on Fast-Forwarnd 


ener euTICdis amd | DT PUler equip rer 


that saving (Greorgian streetscapes was a nice 
lt alse 
Hew. in the face of the deeply felt Irish urge to 
miler as any other nation. 

Cin Summerhill, Betty Coshin was walking 
past a row of new apartment houses with rail- 
ingsand moat: out front, asif with the purpose 


idea but too costly and inconvenient 
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af cutting off any possibility of street life 
“There used to be houses from the comer up 
to the flats,” she sain. “Big, big howses, and 
readily lovely families living tn them. When 
they moved out to Ballyfermot and 
Finginas and the like,” she said, listing new 
housing estates, “they died of broken hearts:" 

What had been left behind was a thorough- 


fare. A688 gesture ti 
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SUNDAY IN JULY, | joined the 
long line of pilgrims working thei 
up Croagh Patrick, the peni 

tentially and rocky 
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climb, with our backs to the pewter surface of 
Clew Bay. Rescue teams edged down through 
the crowd bearing the injured, whose scalps 
were bloodied bry falls; thev used trailing ropes 
to brake the stretchers on their descent. The 
rocks rumbled under the tramping of our feet, 
and a pilgrim sanz, ~Roilin’, rollin, 
keep them cagmes rollin |” 


rollin 


clattered across 
ancy wrappers, Butin 
clouds at the top, beck mnbo 
Voices muttering their pravers 
wind. The faithful 
around @ cairn Ina oght circle, cach as keen 
and focused as a tooth on & gear, Many also 
ticking off the smaller gear of the rosary in one 
hand, aherce clockwork of prayer 
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almost everyone, helped keep 
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pulpit and confessional, the 
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wer local life well “14 
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far “ Erolesque unbelievable, bizarre, and 
unprecedented” secarivlals 
seemed to stand for independence and integ 
nity. Having astonished themselves by elect 
ing ber, the Irish went on to embrace her asa 
symbol of their own newfound tolerance. 
When] tolked with Robinson in the eerte 
\ras an Uchtarain—"“ the. presi- 


cents home —in Dublin's Phoenix Park. il 


Robinson alone 
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struck me that the lsh have also ensured that 
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and Robinsan's 
WiHrd Aca 
demicand tawverly reserve, She descobes her 
a practicing Catholic. But ow 
lon suggested a thoroughly modern 
Irish faith, deep with tangled crosscurrents 
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of SUppressed emotion to Robimeon’s 
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office, 1 found de Valera"s memorial statue 
vandalized with a swastika on one-arm, a 
pointy Lenin beard on his chin, and on his 
greatcoat the words “Nasty Boys.” [twas like 
the toppled statue of some communist ideo- 
logue in a breakaway Baltic republic. 


MADE ONE FINAL PILGRIMAGE, to an 
island off the west coast where white cot- 
tapes aresetin the flanks ofagreen moun- 
tain and pray stone walls mark the field 
bernictacnies: the sort of place that used to epito- 
mize the rural Irish ideal, Onmy first visitin the 
1970s l'd meta misanthropic old farmer there, 
who'd come down from the field where he'd 
heen picking mushrooms and greeted me with 
the single word, “Tourists!” [It was his idea 
that tourists, especially Americans, were a 
plague, They were fit, he suggested, only to be 
cooked, cut up, and served under glass. 

I saw that he was baiting me, audacious 
speech being a favorite Irish sport, and I told 
him it sounded like the idea in Jonathan 
Swift's “A Modest Proposal” that the Irish 
salve their economic problems by dining on 
their babies. 

“Aye,” he replied, “savage indignation 
lacerates this heart too.” The phnise was from 
Swiit's epitaph in Dublin. So the farmer and I 
became friends ancl passed that afternoon tn 
the traditional [rish activities of drinking too 
much and reciting poetry. He was the sort of 
character only the old Ireland could produce. 
He cared nothing for material comfort, His 
cottage had no electricity then, and his old 
socks hung drying on a rope slung acress the 
smoky hearth. But words were the creat love 
of his life, and he seemed to know every poem 
written in English in the past 300 years, We 
talked through a dinner of boiled potatoes and 
butter. Ais dog ate potate skins in a bowl of 
milk and seared to be Listening in, as if he 
knew the poems toc. 

When [ returned! thisctime, the island had 
changed. A tourist ferry had replaced! the bat- 
tered old postal boat from the mainland, and 
farming seemed to have lost its value, It was 
cheaper to buy potatoes from the big, mecha- 
hited farms of the midlands than to grow them 
here (in truth, the potatoes in Ireland often 
came from Cyprus now). [Tt was easier to get 
store-boueht butter and bottled milk by way 
of the ferry. 

Money and sheep seemed to be everywhere 
on the island, and they turned out to be the 


Ireland on Fast-Forward 


same thing. Government grants had become 
the way of life, and the European Union pays a 
substantial subsidy per ewe, as a way of pre- 
serving farms in marginal areas. In places the 
sheep had chewed the heather down to stub- 
ble, and the slopes were beginning to erode. 
Beneath the sagging fretwork of sheep trails, 
like a palimpsest, | could still make out the cor- 
rugations of the abandoned potato beds that 
once made this island self-sufficient. 

| My friend had died since my last visit. He'd 
left the farm to a young American woman 
who'd lived with him the last years of his life 
and immersed herself in the old island culture. 
Om the mantle, like artifncts in a:shrine;, were 
his old sheep shears, still sharpened, along 
with his photograph, and on the side of the 
hearth a pair of his worn boots. 

But times had changed. There wasasurplus 
of lamb, and the woman was hoping she could 
get the European Onion to pay her a subsidy 
not to grow sheep. The buzzword everywhere 
was “‘apgritourism, which meant making the 
rural landscape pay hy attracting tourists 
with horse treks and golf courses. The woman 
had just applied for a grant to turn the farm- 
house into « bed-and-breakfast. Ireland was 
to become the playground of the world. 

“l suppose be must be turning in his 
grave,” she said. She was embarrassed, sa 
wished her luck and said good-bye. 

She'd buried him well, on a high saddle of 
land in back of the house, in an old potato 
tilge. | stood there fora while and took in the 
view across the water, waiting for the ght to 
brighten. It was one thing vou could count on 
in Ireland. | thought about a line the farmer 
had recited that day we first met, from a poem 
by William Butler Veats: “For nothing can be 
sole or whole / That has not been rent.” Maybe 
nations, too, needed to rip themselves apart 
before they could. become complete. Having 
shattered their old mythology, maybe the Irish 
would vet pick up the best pieces and reshape 
them into something strong and new, not an 
image they could retail to tourists but an iden- 
tity with which they could live, | took a stone 
and added it to the small pile on the grave, in 
honor of everything | had liked about the 
farmer and Ireland itself. 

But the sky remained sodden and the sur- 
face of the bay staved dull as lead, and IT went 
down to the ferry with the dismal feeling that, 
for now, Ireland was in danger of makingitself 
look like everyplace else in the world, 
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FER 35 YEARS of bignel- 
shod, Northern Ire- 
lanel’s Troubles” 
7 operate witht the 
slicks of business a5 weuAl. 
Che former “herd men” have 
hecome gray and respectable 
Thess 
ve coreful to deny any personal 
role in the killing— nnd also to let 
on that they are “not, if vou lke, 
without influence.’ 


They wear areyle socks 


A former 
runmat reaching inside his zip- 
pered leather lacket now draws 
oul nH Heclronic EppPoml 
ment book. “When you have 
been elevated into the lentlersiip 


ofa paramilitary organization, it 
has an mora withm society,” sys 
cCathike 2elt-content 
Whether it's fear or respect, 


one, with 


who can say?’ 

More than 3,000 people have 
been kilt — enough to remind 
the 


at Tat L A ahi 


uiside world that this isa 
bit not enough to 
forte an end to the slow-moton 
civil wor over whether the ax 
counties of Dieter thal make up 
Northern Ireland should remain 
our of the United Kingdom (the 
unionist, or loyalist, stance, iden- 
tified with the 900,000 rote: 
tants) or join the trish Republi 





(the nationalist position, tdenti- 
OL at he ps | 
For ane boetht moment last 


ech with the oO), OC 


winter, the geissibilit wht eet 
opened when Britam and [relond 
univ acknowledged Ulster's 
fizht to decwié tts own future 
Vhus far the belligerents have re- 
sponded to the so-called Down: 
ing Street Declaration with 
charactertetic mistrust Changing 
attiiudes in Londen and Dublin 
may still vield peace —but slow 
ly, The peal chinge must-come 
trom Ulster, where the most pop 
dlar lie still begins, “Tm against 


rience, Lut 
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The Violence cos Salls 
McCartan’s family its first virc- 
Sally's brother-in 
killecl for polne toa 


welding in the wrong Belfast 


Him im 172 


Pel WA 


neighborhood. She pullson a cig 
arette and dryly recounts the de 

tales “"hev hal hung him from 

bceing inaeuh, and they bea! 
him with & starter handle from o 
car, Every one of his fingers was 
We couldn't 
hands to put rosary beads in.” 


broken iin his 
Sinee then, she and her hus 

Daria, 

bers of their extended family 


SEEN, DAVE Seen teh Men 
Ribbed, some tr natwtalists, 


Northern Ireland 


eof by lovalist: 
olics, but last year their son was 
At in Deo: bees fy the [nish 
Republican Army for refusing to 
surrender his new taxi. Sean re 
calls when o brother, who "was 
abit slow,” whe killed anda 
Protestant brather-in-law pub- 
licly mocked loyalist “heroes” 


who murder the mentally cis 


abied. Ohe next weekend he was 


murdered too, Belfast is small 

endugh that victimes often knw 

their attackers, "The very cogs 

ow who's whe,” save Sally 

They also know not to bark 
But Sally Mctlartan now 


They are Cath- 
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Mourners follow hearses cor- 
rving three members of a sin- 
gle family, 1903 victims of an 
frish Republican Army bomb, 
ltexploded in a Belfast shop, 
where the Protestant paramil- 
itary Ulster Freedom Fighters 
mointained an upstairs office. 


WOKS WIL a group called Fam: 
Hes Against Intimidation and 
Terror (PATT), to shame the kill 
ers. FATT wae founded hy Nan- 
cv isracey, a suburban Catholis 
housewife whow son was also 


kneecapped by the IRA. With 
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Fed up with violence, Nomcy 
Gracey, at left, founded 


PAT —Foamilies Apoinet 
Intimidation and Terror. 
With fellow organizer Sally 
Aictlertan, sire hopes to 
Sadrie terrorists into cewsing 


thetr killings wd miniminy 
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“Never say die” is a rallying b 
ery for 79-year-old Foofie 
Harlan, performing a 
headstand with the Sun 
from a retirement commu- 
nity outside of Phoenix. 

__ Since the advent of air- 
_ conditioning in the 1950s, 
the Sonoran has seen 

a land rush of retirees, 
drawn to golf, sun, and 
Pat! 
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nasty. If threatened, it hoists up its backside and 
stinks, It dave its name to an equally black, scabrous, 
and nasty landscape—the volcanic field of cinder 


cones and lava debris called the Pinacate— the dark 


heart ot his Sonoran Desert. 


Summer heat nears 200°F at ground level here. 


Redeeming rains arrive in monsoon thunderheads 


that crackle with electricity. And the desert is 
thick with things that stink, prick, bite, hook, 
or flagellate—things armed and dangerous: 
ractuses, rattlesnakes, scorpions. Sun. Rock 
and earth. The air, its ferocious clarity defin- 
ing-all things in razor edges like a comic strip, 

The Sonoran spreads evenly between Mex- 
ico. and the United States, It yokes the Gulf of 
California at the delta of the Colorado River 
and spills down the bonelike peninsula of Baja 
California.” It covers parts of California and 
Arizona, including Yuma, Phoenix, and Tuc- 
son, as wellas the Mexican state of Sonora.and 
its rawboned boomtown capital, Hermosillo 
(mip, page 45). 

The desert has always been a place to avoid, 
or to overcome. Humans have lefi their layers 
like river sediments: ancient canal builders, 
nomadic Indians, Spanish missionaries, Yan- 
kee cattlemen and imperialists, cold warriors, 
cactus hugeers, snowbirds. Many of them, 
too, were prickly, armed, and dangerous. 
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he pinacate beetle is black and scabrous. And 





I spent six weeks traveling across this often 
bizarre landscape, seeing how the desert 
absorbed those layers and wondering how tt 
would respond to the next. With population 
growth pushing land-use and water issues 
and with the passage of the North American 
Free ‘Trade Agreement (NAFTA), the desert 
will change, and soon. 

“This region is going to be either formally 
protected or commercially developed,” says 
Luther Propst, director of the Sonoran Insti- 
tute, a conservation and lancd-protection 
group in Tucson. “Lsolation and aridity are 
not going to protect it for the future,” 

It is one of four North American deserts, 
along with the Great Basin, the Mojave, anc 
the Chihuahuan, and for the most part the 
Sonoran still seems vast and untrampled. One 
of the largest intact arid ecosystems in the 
world, it shelters endangered animals such as 


©The Baja Peninsula wes the subject of an article in 
Ebr December 19890 National GEOGRAPHIC 


National Geographic, September 1004 
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the Sonoran pronghorn and the lesser jong Watering it with the sweat of his brow, 
nosed bal. And because il has rainy $8600 in landscaper Bob Johnson transplants a 
bath Ssurmimer and winter, the Sonoran i the saqguare to a Phoenix subdivision. The 
world's most botantcally divers: desert, with cactus carries a certification that he 
more than 2,500 species of plants. [tis not, a obtained it legally, a necessity in a place 
Wendy Laird of the Sonoran Institute sput- where cactus rustlers are thrown in jail, 
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etralcht from Dr. Seuss, the star of the clecert (¢ bhecactuses humanity must be why urha 
the saruarn cactus, the enduring symbol of cowboys from Phoenix and Tucson drive int 


Arizona thatreaches heights of 50 feet, weighs the desert and use them for target practice 


tons, and lives aslong as 200 vears. The sazua These guys like to. shoot at the closest to 
ro grows only in the Sonoranjits forests march animate thing they think 5 legal to kill,” Larn 
up mountain slopes like brave soldiers Hammond of the desert landscaping firm of 

[he saguarois so personable, withitechub- {lactus-R-Us had told me back m Mesa, near 
by anms offen selina “hands up” look, that Phoenix. “Imapgme standing there for 20) 
desert Indians say it's another typeof human  yvearsin magnificent growth, justto have some 
being. | saw one that seemed tocradle n baby, punk tome along and nddle you with bullet 
its arms wrapped around another little stem holes, And vou'te rooted to the ground. Can't 
Like man, the saguarohasaninternalskeleton doanvihing about it.” 


covered with pulpy flesh, When asaguaro arm Saguaro rustling is lucrative, for cach one 


i chopped off, it seems ike an amputation. can be sold for around 3300. A legally taken 
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“sand dunes west of Yuma, Arizona. 
stick figures into a cast of thousands. 
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Anywhere, U.S.4., describes Tucson's 
Speedway Boulevard, growing wider 
to accommodate thickening traffic. 

A city of 40,000 in 1940, Tucson, with 
an influx of fight industry and defense 
plants, is now at 430,000 and climbing. 


caruaro sold by landscapers must be registerce 
and tcensed, butdelivery is tricky; 
much weight for the delicacy of the pulp. I 
must be handled like a corpse 


there 15 too 


OMETIMES the fragile balance of life 
and death in the desert seems irrele 
vant in Phoentx 

trip. The city grandly ignores the 

the plants, that living things cannot clump 
together on land with little wi ater, But Ww rhen 


| hotographer JOANNA PINNED 5 most recent work 
forthe GEOGRAPHIC was on Ritopean immigration 
in May 1993. She lives in Washington, D 
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the skeletal remains of 800 Hohokam people 
were unearthed during construction of a freée- 
way in 1991, 
The Hohokam lived 
[450 in the 


Tucson |e tocay 


it was a reminder of past hubris 


between A.D. 300 and 
river valleys where Phoenix and 
AT cneineeres| nate Mest 
complex system of irrigation canals in pre- 
America. They traded in 
Silt, ig, and rare minerals. They built 
temples and ceremonial ball courts 
When modern Phoenix rose, it rose from the 

ashes of the Hohokam 

“There tumbledown ruins as far as the 
eve could see when the first white men came 

archaeologist Steve Lekson of the ¢ < row 
C; anyon Archaeological Center of Cortez, (ol- 
orade. “You can't puta sewer line or 8 re eh- 
way in this town without minning into some 


European North 
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Were 


Hohokam archacology.” 
The Hohokam were masters of desert lis 
ing, but they vanished abruptly from the ares 


present-day Phoenix, not driven out 





arourel 


National Geographic, September 1904 















by thirst but probably scoured from the valleys 
by powerful floods in 1353. The torrents must 
have been like the ones in the spring af 1993, 
when the Gils River spilled over Painted Rock 
Dam west of Phoenix after @ seoson of heavy 
snows— trashing the floodolain, temporarily 
washing 3,000 people from their bomes, and 
undercutting bridges 

Phoenix lies in the valley of the Salt River, in 
aAnatural desert cycle of drought and flood, but 
in the late 1800s Anglo pioneers lobbied the 
government to builceladam on the Salt to stahi- 
lize the water supply for farming anc industry; 
the Theodore Roosevelt Dam was finished in 
1911 and ts scheduled for expansion. 

Now, a5 more people pour into the Sunbelt, 
30 percent of the water in central and southern 
Anzona is mported through the Central An- 
soni Project (CAP), a diversion of the Colo 
rado River. Phoenix contmues to mutate mto 
something like southern California, an arin 
cial land of green lawns and shade trees 
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“Kingdom of sun-fire,” wrote desert bard 
John C. Van Dyke of the Sonoran, its cac- 


tus badlands spreading 120,000 square 
miles across southern Arizona to Califor- 
nia, the Colorado River Delta, and deep 


into the Mexican state of Sonora and the 
peninsula of Baja California. Native Ameri- 
cans survived here gathering plants and 
hunting deer and bighorn sheep. In the 
late 16005 Father Eusebio Kino, a Jesuit 
missionary, introduced a new god and a 
new crop—wheat. This century irrigation 
projects have allowed cities to bloom, 


nmental writer Eebward Abber 


Yet the city fulfills a raw kind 


nf American dream, creating something out of 
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but urban demands for wa 


mce skyrocketed. Now farmers can afford 
neither CAP water nor the cost of pumping 


from chwindling aouiter=. Tens of thousancdso 
arnictltural @acri ave been abuniloned ot 
have crown saline from over-ittation 

the cities here are like lunar colonies, 
Writer and cesert rat Chuck Bowden told me 
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Atew qood men clean 
up live ordnance In 
California's Chocolate 
Mountain 4erial Gun- 
nery Range. One 
Marine (foreground) 
Caries an explosive 
Troma cluster bomb. 
U.S. fighter pilots 
were schooled for the 
Persian Gulf war on 
ranges that cover 
more than 12,000 
square miles of the 
Sonoran, 

Retired B-5S2 bamb- 
ers (below) and 4,000 
other planes, used for 
parts and foreign 
sales, park at Davis: 
Monthan Air Force 
Base in Tucson 
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Unique to the Sonoran, a forest of 
saqguaros rises in foothills of Arizona’s 
Tucson Mountains. Lowest and hottest 
of the continent's four deserts, the 
Sonoran, because of its winter and 
summer rains, is the richest biologl- 
cally, with 300 types of cactus. 
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Obesity and diabetes are now Serious 
health problems, because the metabo- 
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retain water also help slow the release of sugar 
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Health and spirit, be added. “By eating from 


the desert, we pay honor to our ancestors.” 


Danny Lopes. a 55-vesr-old Sells school 
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S rapidly ces 
appearing oral tradition. “Too many things 
are changing here, he told) me. “Our kick 
want to be like the kids in Tucson—they want 
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to wear black clothes and Los Angeles Raiders 
caps. And some of them are into drugs. The old 


Songs and stories can teach ws how to live in 


this modern world.” 

When I visited Danny at his home, a clump 
of tow adobe buildings, Danny's sister, Mad 
cline, was patting dough inte thin tortillas ove 
a mesquite fire. Florence, his wife, cropped 
OuUEH Inte & Sizvhing cast-iron skillet to make 


Indian fry bread. The 
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His hands a terrain of life's hard work, 
rancher and medicine man Joseph An- 
drews holds snakeweed, a traditional 
remedy for arthritis. Andrews lives on 
the Papago Reservation in Arizona, 
where 6,000 inhabitants call them- 
selves Tohono O'odham, the “desart 
people,” Tracks (opposite) tell of dune 
buggies in the Impenal Sand Dunes. 
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The fire below created 
the lonely landmark of 
halt-milte-wicde Cerro 
Colorado, one of a 
dozen craters in the 
Pinacate wilderness 
of Mexico's northern 
Sonora. Baddest of 
the badlands, the 
Pinacate covers 750 
square miles of iron- 
hard lava ridges and 
scorching cinder 
plains, leftovers from 
eruptions that began 
1.2 million years ago. 

Though the area is 
protected, no ranger 
guards it. With future 
funding, the Pinacate 
and Colorado River 
Delta will form an 
expanded biosphere 
reserve 





emerning in 1492 from the Moorish oc 
tion, had hitth money, 
ednotonlytosave souls butalse to turn natives 
into pants-wearmne, tax-paying Spaniarcs. 
Under this mandate the curable Jesuit 
Father Busebio Kino established some 25 mis 
s1oms, including Tucson, in the desert between 
fil. The missionartes and other 
Luropeans introduced livestock, horses, figs, 
they Grought cold 


ionlerant wheat to provide a winter crop 
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barley, and fruit trees 
northern Mexico, ending springtimes of stur- 
VERnON among the Incians. But they cid not 
make new Spaniards, and they left behind mes- 
tizos, those of mixed Spantsh-Indian blood, a 
people still unsettled in their own identity. 
Sonora today is a rugged livestock culture of 
cattle ranches, horse races, straw hats, and 
brass belt buckles, The proud nertetos, the 
people of the north, often sneer at their cousins 
from the south, wirom they consider effete 
Pow many southern Viexicans, from Chiapas 


lhe Sonoran Desert 


and other less affiuent staics. have moved to 
Sonora for jobs in farming andl in foreign- 
owned industrial plants 
ent culture: Southerners play soccer; nortefios 
play baseball. Southermers eat corn tortillas: 
nortenos eat wheat. 

Land use here was shaped by the Mexican 


They bring a differ- 


Revolution carlier this century, when large 
landholdings were limited and the excess was 
divided into cooperatives of peasants called 
OWES and hides. A controversial new 
policy allows ejido members to sell their share 


of the land for the first time 


Sonora state has been overerazed for centu- 
ries. To compensate, cattlemen have planted 
butfel prass, an African species that more than 
triples the yield from rangeland but over- 
whelms native grasses and subverts the eco 
‘yetem. Forenvironmentalists buffel grassisa 
For Mexican ranchers it 


has revitalized the industry 


loathesme invader 


But when [arrived in Cuctirpé, an isolated 
Village on the San Miguel River, | found mes- 
tizo farmer-ranchers living almost.as they did 
:00 years ago, ma tough but graceful self- 
subsistence. In the comunidades they raise 
cuttle cooperatively, plant com and beans in 
Lhe dry arroves to catch the summer rains, arid 
Water their fields with ancient cannls 

Cucurpé farmer Adalberto Cruz, a phlee- 
matic and leathery man in bis 6G5, called his 
Hie “we iichia—a battle, You must fight the 
floods because Lhe lane belongs to the river. If 
nt, You don 1 have anything.” 
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Lemon, mulberry, and orange trees, a rab- 
bit hutch, packed inte 
"Beto" Cruz’: backyarcl. The wall of his ado- 
be house, where he lives with his wife, rises 
étraicnt from a quiet village street 
their eight children have migrated to Tucson 
to find work. “Tl see them often,” Beto told me 
12 unspoken worry that 
hone might return to this quiet life 
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Beto sells an occasional feeder calf across 
the border forcash ane! farms 270 acres— grow- 
Ing fodder and his family’s fowed 

A simple wisdom survives here: And lands 
bave limitations. In other parts of the desert 
modern agriculturists have severely depleted 
rivers and aquifers, The San Miguel flows 
when other rivers have cried up in Sonora 

In the evening Beto Cmiz took me for a bar- 
becue ol comme asada, grilled beef, by the river, 
Iriends ancd relatives gathered —the 
hats, jeans, and cigarettes 
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orospectors there in the [845 ()s 

In one wiolent decade Mexico lost its north 
ern holdings to the expanding United States, 
inclucing hearly 30,000 square miles taken in 
the Gadsden Purchase of 1854, 0a U.S. act of 
diplomatic hestlit 
twas a hme when the Sonoran government 
Amer- 


ing Mexican scalps, which were easier li 
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offered bounties for Apache scalps, and 
ICN gangs Made a grisly enterprise of 
rather and with ther long, black hair often 
resem bled Lose of Lie Apache 
4= tourist director Francisco Manzo Taylor 
Che first | 
Wanted to build a wall between the countries 
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deserts of a thousand Western movies to come. 
Today ileal Immirrants and drug smiue- 
glers push north across the border, fearing the 
law; tourists sally south, fearing barditos and 
Thousands af undocu- 
mented workers filter across from Mexico each 
week, most of them through Tijuana, west of 
the desert, and Nogales, tothe east. Only afew 
struggle through the passes of the Gila Moun 

tains And across the 40-mile stretch of border 
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Everything seems 
possible to young lov- 
ers as the lights of 
Hermosillo, Sonora’s 
capital, unroll at their 
feet. “It's a different 
world here from the 
States,” says store 
manager Marcela 
Bayon, at left. “People 
work so many hours 
there, don't eat with 
their children or see 
their parents. | can't 
understand that." 

With a Ford assem- 
bly plant and a large 
wheat-farming indus- 
try, Hermosillo, popu- 
lation 450,000, isa 
magnet for Sonora’s 
Workers. 
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For six dollars a day Mayo Indians pick 
chili peppers in the Yaqui River Delta 
Scarves protect them from the itchy 
plant flesh. Clouds of smoke and ash 
mark pits near Magdalena where labor- 
ers turn mesquite trees into charcoal, 
destined for grills north of the border. 
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Old amigos connect in 
Magdalena at the 
magical moment 
when the sun falls, 
cooling the world. It 
is the eve of the feast 
day of St. Francis, 
Sonora’s patron saint, 
when the town rouses 
itself for a week-long 
fiesta. Tortillas and 
leather saddles scent 
the market; mariachi 
bands make a lilting 
sound in the Plaza 
Monumental, where 
Father King’s bones 
are displayed. Slowly 
the town fills with 
true Sonorans, those, 
as the saying goes, 
“with the cactus in 
their faces,” 
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virtue, and beauty still 

’ blossoms from the milky 
glaze of Hagi-yaki pottery. 
This is ura Nihon— 
the world of... 
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when it reaches the Daishimizu Tunnel. Behind me 


lies the Kanto Plain, across which factories, farms, and suburban 
rooftops jostle for jar es Wis = pace Disappearing a the haze i= the 
sprawl of Tokyo, Then we enter the darkness of the 14-mile-long 
tunnel, The sun returns with a.sharp glare when we emerge, and 
we are suddenly hich in the mountnins that bisect the country, I 
om about to descend into another Japan 

The thousand miles of western coastline [ will soon encounter 
seem just the opposite of the congested world [ve left bebhinck a 
broad, temperate plain rolled out between the mountains and the 
suri (map, page 74), lo the japanese the land ahead 15 a hidden 
reflection of their own faces, anc it's this Ive came to find 

To cross Honshu, the largest of Japan's four main islands, is a 
journey of the mind and spirit. The Pacific coasi—moneved, 
neoned, economically mighty—is what the Japanese are proudest 
to display: They sometimes call it amole Nihon, “the front of 
Japan, and tt’s the image most of us know. But they call the 
region along the Sea. of Japan wro Wilton, which means “the back 
of Japan” or, more subtly, “inner Japan.” In its towns and vil 
lages, its slopes and shadowed valleys, it rough seacoast and 


hushed rivers, and its patchwork expanses of rich nce terraces 





resides in aocumulation of traditions, a set of values, that all Jap 
anese guard clasely— particularly if they move awa 

When the urban Japanese talks about “my hometown,” he 
means more than a cluster of weathered wooden houses down a 
one-lane roacl, Wlost of all he means the way of lite that unfolds 
there. This is the wor 
Personal ties, fading in the anonymity of the teeming cities, still 





dof sino, humaneness, or human feelings 


count above all on this side of Honshu, and the bold of village life 
endures. Goa, the old code of mutual obligations, continues to 
define local life, Here the traclitiona! crafts‘are kept alive, anc 
nature is never far 

In a village called Torigoe I stood on the bank-of a wet rice 
field one summer evening listening to full-throated frogs discuss 
my arrival. As the sun went down, the clear water reflected a cir 
cle of treetops against a violet sky smudged by a amele cloud 
These places will never change, I thought, and as] inhaled the 
plain perfume of summer grasses, [wasn't sure they should 

Behind me stood along, ramshackle farmhouse and a few aging 
Out InEES inl a State of contented decay with OMe Wies hore | 











slarbed counting the clutter of muddy boots outside the screen 
door, but I -had to give up alter eight pairs Shingo AivEnmoto 





arrived 
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PATRICK SMITH has been a correspondent in Asia for 14 years, most 
recently forthe Aew Yorker. He-is currently woting-a book about Japan. 
This is fis first article for NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC. PETER ESSICK is a 
frequent contributor: his photographs appeared last in the Special Ei 


tion on Water {November 1993) 


Shingo, a fresh-faced youtn oF 28. led me inion a clirmly lia 
livwing-cining-work room filled with p 
yegetahbles, baskets of eggs, and messy stacks of papers. Cn one 
wall hung a blackboard with a monthly crop schedule; up anoth- 
er, a narrow staircase ran to a sleeping loft, The Miyamotos, it 





ants, books, loose piles mi 


tumed out, hac given up their conventional lives in Osaka to 
hegin an ulternative community in Tortgoe. The house where we 
sit was a restoration project: Among the Japanese, one often 
firwls the search for the new begins with a retneval of the past 

“My father wanted to find a new way of life,” Shingo 
explained, “He ended up farming—I don't mean just planting 
and harvesting but agriculture, a way of life. The center of life us 
agriculture, Everything else revolves around it.” 

Many Japanese, for all their urban habits, feel the same way 
The roads are meticulously kept on this side of Japan, the irriga- 
tion ditches neatly concreted. But there hasn't been much prog- 
ress, Subsiclies from Tokyo are the region's lifeblood, Rice 
farmers depend on price supports. [t's as if the back-coast people 
were figurines living-undera bell jar. 
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Yet you see change in the middle distance everywhere. Many 
villages stand as still as the rice field in front of the Miyamotos’ 
house, but cities like Niigata and Kanazawa are already little 
Tokvos. Money flows into countless construction projects. Doften 
drove past rice terraces bordered by a factory anc a parking lot, 
then more terraces, then another factory 

These changes provoke plenty of conflicting emotions. Men- 
tion ura Nihon today in any town along the Sea of Japan, and it 
will earn asmile or an occasional scowl, Some people here think 
the old term belies: their newer ambitions, their changing tdea of 
themselves. While they aclmit that they missed much of the post- 
war economic miracle—as young people lett for the cities, and 
villages accumulated abandoned houses and closed shops—thes 
feel the phrase is out of date, even demeaning. NHK, the national 
broadcasting network, stopped using it some years ago 

Now the-towns and villages want to grow and ‘draw people 
back from the Pacific coast cities, Hut they also want to redefine 
affluence to protect their way of life from the frantic consumer 
ism, urban sprawl, and pollution that are the price that much of 
Japan has paid for its success 

“We've been known os ura Nihon in the past,” a young 
woman named Etisuko Voshida said to me one spring afternoon 
in Niigata. “This will be omote Nihon —the front of Japan 
—once again.” 


VER TIME she may be right—it has been the nation’s 
gateway before. The Seca of Japan brought the Japa 
nese the most enduring elements of their culture. 

Religion, Eastern medicine, a writing svetem, the Con- 

fucian ethic— all this made its way from (hina through Korea 
more than a thousand years ago 

l was surprised, though, to see bow clearly China's influence 
survives, apart of daily life unobscured by the trappings ol 
modernity. [t's visible in the architecture—the claborate Chinese 
detail, the pagoda-like rooflines. Religion, a mix of imported 
Buddhism and indigenous Shinto, 15 more than a matter of occa 
sional observance, a5 it sometimes 18 in modern cities. 

But everything Japan imports soon assumes a local complex 
ion—everything from baseball to Buddhism, | learned this basic 
lesson in the hills of Fukui Prefecture, where the Eiheifi Zen 
Buddhist Monastery crouches in a ravine shacled by towering 
cedars more than 600 vears old. 

The monastery, founded in 1244, 15 a vast network of rooms. 
Urged to take part in Eiheiji’s routines, | ate an austere dinner of 
rice and fresh, cokj vegetables, Under the watchful eye of a 
youthful priest-trainee, Lb spent 30 minutes at tezen meditation 
that evening, Before | could begin, tt took him half that time to 
getimy position just right—legs property crossed, hands correctiy 
placed, heal at the desired angle. Then I was to follow my 
thoughts wherever they led. I slept on a talami mat on the floor 
that night to the sound of wind in the cedars and a@ distant water- 
fall that the spring thaw swelled to 0 roar. 

At 4:40 the next morning I was awakened and led to a room 
where row upon row of priests, kneeling on a vast spread of 
latami, were softly chanting a Bueldhist sutra. So the monaster; 














Less work, more piay— 


that's the credo of 
Japan's younger genera- 
tion — married couples as 
well as the singie, free- 
thinking shinjinrut, or 
new breed af hurmar 
beings. No tonger willing 
lo fe? their jobs consume 
their lives, they fake 
Iwo-day weekenas and 
pet a Fa [ol guile! maces 
like this beach in Tsuruoka. 


In some rural creas focal 
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i i \ 
noticed this again a few dave later in Sakata, a =mall port at 


the mouth of the Mocami River. Sakata or 


rospered in the feudal 
era, when farmers shipped rice down the Mogami and coastal 
daders carmed it slong the coast of Honshu to ()saka and Tokvo 
By the 18th century the greatest of jts merchant familtes, thi 


Honmias, was known throughout Japan for its wealth 


OLR ALA Doe 


a5 Inelegant as most Japanese cities, apart fron 


an old pleasure quarter whose narrow lanes have retained their 
charm. There | dined in tractitional Japanese opulence al a res- 
taurant called Kamezaki, or Scent of Plum Blossoms, Beyond the 
sliding doors af my room was a garden‘of streams, bridges, and 
bamboo groves—all in miniature. My host was Hiromi Ikeda, a 
cheerful, stylishly dressed woman whose family has run Rame- 
taki in the same house of finely worn wood for all tts 150 years. 

‘Sakata changes, but we value the continuity of our lives,” 
Hiromi told me. Four years ago a chain of Honma ciscount stores 
went bankrupt, a victim of tightening credit. But the Honma 
family is still there, There is the Honma Main House, a Honma 
museum, and numerous Honma-owned warehouses 

“Bo you ever get to Tokyor” DT asked. 

Hiromi laughed. “I just returned today from a conference of 
restaurant owners in Tokyo. [like to wo a few times a year—I 
like the shops, and there are friends to see. But I'd never move 
there. We clon’t think-about it too much over here.” 

In the garden the windows threw a soft amber ight toward us 
as Hiromi pointed to a plum tree that gave the restaurant both its 
name and the wine that started every meal, “That tree was 
here,” she told me proudly, “when Takashi Hara, a prime min- 
ister early in the century, came over the mountains from Tokyo 
to dine at Kameraki.” There was no Deishimizu Tunnel, so he 
traveled in a ricksha pulled by two men, she said 

Then she took me into the house again to show me a superb 
Zen ink drawing and two prized calligraphy scrolls that hung in 
one of the dining rooms. But Hiromi seemed to treasure above all 
an elusive quality summed up in a single word: yutakasa. It 
translates as “having high value” but implies.a value beyond 
material wealth. Everyone knows the concept, but tt's now being 
rediscovered in a country given over so completely to production 
and profit 

Over dinner I told Hiromi that had climbed Mount Haguro, 
one of three sacred peaks in the Dewa Mountains. Her eves lit 
up. She knew the mountain well, having taken her children 
there. Then she began to tell me about the sansar, mountain veg- 
clables. that can be found along Haguro’s paths. 

“What are they ike?” I asked rer, 

At that Hiromi pointed to several stalks and leaves in the clear 
soup before me. It was an exquisite dish, and she smiled as I 
savored tt. This was yutakase. It can be so subtle you can miss 
it as easily as] almost missed the meaning of Hiromi’: favored 
verctables 


HE OLD CRAFTS PRACTICED in Japan are as valued along 
the back coast.as Hiromi Ikeda's greens. The products of 
these traditional industries can bring high prices, and 
not only for their beauty. They are treasured also for the 
chill and devotion they evoke —as references to the life cherished 
on this side of Japan 
The Mebaoso family in Kanazawa has lived by its skills for 418 
years on the same street: Meboso Avenue. Nineteen generations 
ago they started out making sewing needles and were good 
enouh at it to earn a surname, an unusual honor for merchants 
in pre-modern japan. The family, whose name comes from 
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ony of colors contrasts 
sharply with the aes 
thetic ideal described in 
lunichira Tanizear!'s 
1933 book In Praise of 
Shadows: “We find if 
hard to be really at home 
with things that shine 


and piitter.” 


ri Notional Geographic, September E04 


_ ROSSIGNO; — 





“Ga. jaro Qe 


a 








= 





mebore-bari, meaning “narrow-cyed needle,” went on to -pro- 
duce fishhooks for the local samuran When fishing for av, a 
kind of river fish, became popular in the 1700s, Meboso family 
members turned ther hands to bamboo fishing rods—exquisile 
pieces of lacquered craftsmanship that can take a5 long a5 two 
years to produce. 

Enko Kambara, the rod builder of the family, is a tiny man 
with wisps of gray hair and an animated grin. He works as he 
always has, cross-legged on a tatami, bent over a small brazier he 
uses to heat and shape sections of bamboo. Nearby, stacks of 
uncut stalks lean against the walls of his tiny workshop. “When I 
work,” he savs, “I feel like | have eves at the tips of my fingers.” 

His skill is extraordinary, boned over more than 60 vears. But 
Rambara-san is 82, and while he still selects bamboo himself 
from groves on the Noto Peninsula, he can no longer fish. Until 
recently his most serious concern was finding someone to whom 
he could pass on his knowledge 





{HAT PROBLEM WAS SOLVED with the arrival of ‘Tadavo- 
shi Meboso, a cousin of Hachirobe Meboso, the current 
head of the clan. At 49, Tadayoshi is-a try-anything-once 
sort who recently left Japan Airlines after 24 yearsas.a 

fight steward. I couldn't namea place he hacln't fished for trout 
or salmon: New Zealand, Wyoming, Scandinavia, Scotland. But 
Tadayoshi felt the pull of duty to his family as tts members aged. 
Now he’s not only learning the craft of rod building, he's also 
wanting to market new designs in Europe and America. 

“We already have the old man’s craftsmanship, and I have a 
modern sense of the sport,” Tadayoshi said over green tea in the 
back of the shop. Hachirobe listened carefully and then inter- 
rupted: “We have to add new elements to keep the tradition 
alive, Otherwise, you're making antiques.’ 

Crafts once thrived in this part of Japan, from lacquerware 
and hand-painted silk textiles to pottery and gold foil. Many 
of these crafts that survive are considered endangered species: 
There are simply not enough people interested in learning the 
technitues, Too many young people move away, and too few 
Tadayoshi Mebosos come home 

Almost 200 crafts are officially recognized as national traci- 
tional industries, and many who work them are as dependent on 
euteidies as rice farmers, Vet unused crafts ultimately die out 
There are living national treasures, too, in Japan 
hated Holders of Important Intangible Cultural Properties, 
meaning those who bear forward the knowledge and spirit of the 
old traditions, But these are few and growing fewer 

In Hari, a coastal city noted for its preserved samurai neigh- 
borhoods and its distinctive white-and-amber ceramics, [meta 
42-year-old potter named ‘Toru Sanuki. A friendly but intent man 
with dned clay up to his elbows, Sanuki had worked for a plas- 
ics and cement company, but having a piece of the postwar mir- 
acle had left him dissatisfied. At 31 he took up pottne, tradme in 
his company uniform for jeans and a longish haircut. 

| waited several minutes for him to look up from his wheel, 
Then | asked him about the future of his craft 

“Hagi-yaki, as our pottery is called, takes a lot of patience, 
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Dried squid will make a 


delicjous summertime 
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under the summersky. Rice means community to many Japa 
nese —it's the frame on which hang the back coast’s customs 
Phat s why Robayashi-san bolds on. “T wouldn't trace this ite 
for any other,” the old man growsed when Lasked why he'd 
given his life to farming in the village where be was born 

‘Making a living?” Kobayashi laughed when I inguired about 
that. “No. I'd need 10 to 20 hectares nowadays to live well, M1 
con and his wife help me out now. Hut this is where | was born 
after all. Where you know, vou love—that goes for you too. It’s 
my Village, mv home, my land, It came from my parents, so | 
have to protect it 


WWY VILLAGES, [acing eventual theath, Keep hoping 
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it's known as the U-turn, adopted from English, after the path 
people mirht take irom the country to the city and back. ()r the 
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up, many of Okura’s women have exchanged work in the pac: 
dies for city life. The drain has been graciual, but Okura now 
bulges with bachelors. 

Brideless towns are common along the back coast, and some 
acom resigned to atrophy. Bul Okura has faced the issue beac on 
A few VHS igo it Sent a local contingent to the Philippines to 
recruit wives for some of the scores-of voung farmers without 
spouses, Cikura’s pecrurters had a straiwhtlorward approach: 


They promised the simple life of a farmer's wife in newly affluent 


Japan, They returned with 10 Filipinas; and there are 12 now 


But villagers are sensitive about the problems the enterprise 
caused, Although basic communication seemed an obvious obsta- 
cle, nobody prepared for it: language training had started onl, 

W little while before T arrived. (Okura now has two language 
chools.) There is still no Chrostian church to accommodate the 
new ree} dents 





Were not so keen anymore, a young (and unmarried) farmer 
tole me with evident chagrin, “This village had litth experience 
with foreigners, and care for the Filipino ladies, | have to admit, 


Wis ol +o for 


Along the quiet streets, the Filipinas wert nowhere to be seen 
Oimficials had gently but firmly rebuffed all my requests to meet 
the laces. This was clearly not considered Okura's finest hour. | 





had even heard that some of the brides had taken to living apart 
from their husbands, but no one would discuss it beyond polite 
expressions of concern, Apparently the code of mutual obliga- 
tions does not fully extend to newcomers —not yet, anyway. 

Along the back coast, “outsiders” can mean other Japanese as 
much as it means gaijin, or “outside people,” as foreigners are 
known. Isolated for so much of history, each prefecture guards a 
sense of its own identity that is almost impenetrable. Newcomers 
might be formally welcomed, but it’s a long me before they can 
count themselves locals. 

Traveling in Akita, 1 once asked a taxi driver, a weathered old 
man named Taketi Yagura, where he was from, 

“T'm not from Akita,” he replied, eves open me in his rear- 
view mirror. “My family moved north from Osaka.” 

“When was thatr” | asked. 

Varura-san thoucht for a moment. “About 200 years:ago,” he 
finally responded. 


"] HE VILLAGES OF THE BACK COAST struck me as fragile 
antiques — valued but not especially practical. The Japa: 
nese may know this, but to many of them letting go of 
the village means letting their notions-of mutual obliga- 

tions and humaneness wear away like old plaster- 

How viable is the old way of life if the people at the heart of it 
can no longer sustain themselves? Are the Japanese ready for the 
complexities that contacts with outsiders inevitably bring? Can 
they live with outsiders in their midst? The experience of the Fili- 
pinas isn’t Very promising. On the other hand, there is Niigata, 

Niigata is the back coast’s largest city. One bright Sunday 
afternoon I noticed a:sailors’ training ship, a big three-master, 
tied up ata concrete dock. As I walked past the stern, | saw that 
its home port was Vladivostok. No surprise there. [ had already 
spotted a sign at the entrance to the crowded, bustling harbor: 
WELCOME TO NIIGATA, it read—first in Russian, then in Korean, 





then in Chinese, and only last in English. Stretching wet linen 
Cold War tension kept traffic acrass the Sea of Japan, Niiga- ccross the SOW. 

ta’s notural trading basin, to a trickle for most of the postwar | cacy Bia 

period. But the Soviet Union's collapse and China's turn toward Sarasnibe and BIGSOD 

economic reform have made commerce with these unexplored Kotoh give dyed kimono 

markets the talk of the city. Clues to the city's ambition are plen- cloth a finishing touch 

tiful'on land, Niigata has already posted a bow. street signs in in Muikamachi. After 

Cyrillic script, and a. new luxury hotel has added Russian spires | | 7 

to welcome guests. “When we see a foreigner walking along the exposing the linen to 

sidewalk," a friendly resident told me in a local restnurant, “we sunlight, which bleaches 


assume he’s Russian before we think American,” 
Seen from a distance, Niigata’s glass-and-concrete towers rise : | . 
from the surrounding plain and glint in the sun, Niigata is rich, the patterns added 
In its crowded streets imported cars are no longer uncommon, dimension, they send the 
anc its shops display fashions from Paris and New York als well material to other crafts- 
as Tokyo. On any Friday evening the bars and clubs in Niigata’s a ae 8 
entertainment district are as jammed with salarymen—and about men, who fron each 39- 
as expensive—as Tokyo's Ginza. foot piece before it is 
You don't even have to enter the city to understand why. The 
bullet train reached Niigata in 1982, putting ita littl more than 
two hours from Tokyo. There is also an expressway. Niigata’s. 


the white cloth and gives 
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Memories burn bright for 
Fumio Saito, who monitors 
the bonfire ata Shinzan 
Shinto shrine winter festi- 
val in Oger, Traditionally 
the celebration includes 
a visit by the namahage, 
or demon (a man in a fierce 
masr), who goes door to 
door to discipline lazy, 
disobedient children. But 
parents usually. inter- 
vene, assudging the 
demon with rice cakes. 
“When I was a boy, | 
was very scared of the 
namahage,” recalls 
Fumie. “T wouldn't ever 
tell my parents where J 


was poing fo hide.” 
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Shimbo's choice was unusual in one respect: He jomeda curi- 
ous litth community—a commune, really—started tn the early 
1980s by a former salaryman at Matsushita, the electronics giant. 
Jugo Miyamoto, a contagiously energetic man in his late 50s, 
calls his fields and farmhouses the Peasants’ Republic of Torigoe, 
half in jest, half to signify the separateness he feels from the life 
he and his family have left behind. 

The Peasants’ Republic consisted of 19 men, women, and chil- 
dren when I visited, all of whom worked in the fields if they 
weren't in school. But Miyamoto has ambitions. 

“A small but growing minority of Japanese would like to 
unplug themselves from the giant economic machine and the con- 
formist social system behind it,” he told me under a hot June 
sun, “if only they had the support of others to do so.” With this 
in view, he expects the community to expand to 400 souls by the 
end of the century. 

“The way Japan has gone, into fast industrialization and con- 
sumerism, has created too many problems,” Miyamoto went on. 
“TDosed to call the Mateushita employees ‘industrial refugees’ — 
people who suffered a lot and weren't doing what they wanted. 
Money? I'm broke. But money has no value. To live is the value. 
Teat what I grow. You can live without money—1'm proving it.” 

I wondered whether Miyamoto was talking about preserving 
tradition or about some daydream of a postindustrial Japan, | 
conclucbed that his object, though less than scientifically defined, 
took in a bit of both—that the Peasants’ Republic was his version 
of yutakasa, affluence beyond material wealth, “Yes, [want to 
protect traditions,” Miyamoto told me, “if they're right” 





HE TRADITIONS likely to survive become apparent only 
over time —not only in villages but also in the towns and 
cities. Izumo is a prosperous city of 45,000 in one of 
Japan's least prosperous prefectures, Shimane. Vet 
Izumo holds out the promise of turning its sentiments into some- 
thing sustainable; yutakasa is becoming part of the community's 
larger design for living. 

Driving through Ieumo’s streets, T see nothing that immedi- 
ately distinguishes it from urban centers on either coast. leumo's 
buildings are the usual Japanese mishmash, there are too many 
billboards and too many neon signs, Wherever you are, you re 
never far from a gaucly pachinko parlor, Forests of concrete poles 
support dense tangles of electric wires. 

But life in Izumo slowly reveals a subtle balance not often 
found in modern Japan. | feel-it in exchanges a5 simple as the 
riving and taking of street directions or in an optician'’s shop 
where I stop to get my sunglasses fixed—pracefully and gratis, 
‘There are no smokestacks on the skyline, none of the ¢rime and 
rush and anxiety of most Japanese cities. 

“There are three industrial chimneys in Izumo,” said Mayor 
Tetsundo [wakuni, a clear-facec, kinetically busy man, when I 
told bim I'd seen none. “We could bring in 50 new factories if we 
wanted to, but we're selective.” 

Tzumo 15-25 dependent on subsidies from Tokyo as any other 
city along the back coast. But it is taking that monev and poing 
its own way. For example, there are vineyards at the edge of 
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are to yours,” Iwakuni explained 
Most important, there is [zumo Taisha, one of Japan's oldest 
Shinto Shrines, [t figures prominently in the mvthology of the 
rth of the Japanese islands and is o symbol of the nation's deep 
est past, vet it lives: easily among the city’s modern buildings 
Its always crowded but always quiet within the shrine’s grav 
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J rowth and the preservation of 
tridion. At bottom, the concerns are about 
irlentity and about a way of understanding 
themselves and their lives, And the hack coast! 
has something to lose on both counts. While the 
idea of gin, mutual obheations, is sometimes 
severely tested in Japanese cities, the word 
comes Up often in conversations along the coast 
rin is a web binding the Japanese —a sense ot 
i OMMunity [ car ere more 0 Than in the Coun 
tryside. Toimagine hfe without 1t 16 to stare into 
thi chacs tr iy hach nt] others seem to iw 

“We hive more himen relations than in the 
big cities, save Sumivasht Cihta. a voung plan- 
ning offictal in Ranasrawa. “We still wee thi 
phrase ‘three houses across the street, one on 
either side.’ Neighbors are important, Tha 
how we live 

[ had come to think of this region as J; apAN 
spiritual preserve. At the end of mv travels it 
reminded me of the Aura, the thi isvatted shore 
farming families HEED INnberited 
treasures. The back coast may be cutting new 
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1a ith [’ uawiorsh| Vel wren, the Kan iTAWsA rrooa 
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river, | ae old wooden skiffs that brought in the day's catel 
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[t was a clatte ry informal place; the sake came in dented tin 
Intchers, filled to the eh 

Faibavoal i had pr td the best sushi and sashimi [had ever 
tasted, an r ne wad 6 ht. ur dinner was served almost immed 





atery after it was taught, cleaned, and scaled out front, 
Explained. No midclemen, no wholesalers or cistibutors. When 
it came to raw fish, the deceive (actor was specd [t would be 
ard to ind anything so fresh in Tokyo 

We talked about the difference between life along the back 
coast amd in the capital, where Meboso had lived until a few 
months earlier. Bor 
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ATHERINE THE GREAT, E:mpress of 
Russia, smiles at me and savs she 
loves the Crimea. "In good hands it 
could be the most wonderful place 
in Eden,” 

Oh all right, this impressive lady 
in jeweled silk and velvet, with 
a crimson sash across her ample 

Senate, is in fact an actress, costumed as the 

empress for a pageant to commemorate the 

1783 founding of the part city of Sevastopol 

(pronounced Sch-vas-ToE-pol), But her 

feeling is close to what the historical 

Catherine felt two centuries ago. She called 

the Crimea the finest pearl in ber crown. 

What's so remarkable about this Vermont- 
size peninsula jutting down from mainlane 
Ukraine into the Black Sea? 

Priroda, for one thing. Meaning “nature.” 
The Crimean Mountains, stretching for 90 
miles along the southern coast, provide a 
shield against the chilling winds from the 
north, so that a two- to eight-mile-wide strip 
between the water and picturesque limestone 
cliffs enjovs a Mediterranean climate: warm, 
dry summer and mild winter, with some 250 
sunny days a yer. 

No wonder that over the decades privi- 
leged Russians have come here for relax- 
ation —tsars and aristocrats, then Communist 
Party bosses and meritorious workers, and 
now the post-perestroifa profiteers and who- 
ever else can swing it. 

They fill former palaces and more recently 
built health resorts, all set amid pretty parks 
with trees and shrubs from around the 
world—cedurs, cypresses, sequoias, Chinese 
palms. The fragrance of native Crimean 
pines, I'tm told, is good for your lungs. Sit in 
a grove of junipers, breathe deeply, and all 
sorts of undesirable bacteria will be gone 
from your system. People here firmly believe 
this, and they don't like it questioned. 

ye come in fate spring, when in the end- 
lesely flat Crimean interior the fields of wheat 
and barley shine bright green with scarlet 
dots of poppies. The roads are lined with 
wildflowers, and as you crive along, you're 
as likely to smell honeysuckle or jasmine as 
the exhaust furnes of actourist bus. The birds 
are singing at 4:15 in the morning almost as 
Former Assistant Eeliter Perer WHITE retired in 
April after 35 years with the GEOGRAPHIC. Free- 
lance photographer En Kasi, a frequent contrib- 
utor to the magazine, based in Sari Francisco. 
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loudly as did the vodka drinkers three hours 
earlier in the room. next to mime in the 7,500- 
bed Yalta Hotel, By 4:30 it's daylight, and 
there below my balcony beckons the blue bay 
of Valta, spectacularly backed by walls of 
silvery linestone overtopped by the jagged 
tooth of 4,431-foot Ay Petri, or St. Peter. 

But | mustn't let myself be carried away; 
this Crimean paradise is awash in trouble. 

‘Tourism is down by more than a third. 
Before Mikhail Gorbachev began initiating 
reforms in 1987 ("the year everything began 
to break down," a Yalta councilman tells 
me}, nearly 7.5 million visitors came annually 
to Crimea’s 600 sanatoriums, hotels, guest- 
houses, and tourist camps. For many the 
vacations were subsicized with vouchers 
provided by trade unions, factories, and 
organizations such as the Young Communist 
League, which sent children to camps here 
for free or practically so. 

Such perks all but vanished after the 
dissolution of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics in 1991. A stay at a tracde-union- 
subsidized sanatonum might have once cost a 
worker only 10 percent of his monthly salary; 
now it’s twice his monthly salury, and if he 
brings his wife and two children it will be 
cight times as much. “So he won't buy any- 
thing extra to eat, or even a hat,” laments a 
Yalta merchant. 

Even the numbers of the so-called wild 
tourists, those who bring tents or look for 
cheap accommodations on their own, have 
fallen. Why? Inflation. It’s higher in Ukraine 
than in any other country of the former 
U.S.5.R. During my stay a kilo of bread went 
overnight from 48 to 100, gasoline from 750 
to 1,300 a liter—if you could find any. 

Those figures are in karbovanets, common- 
ly called kupons, or coupons—the temporary 
currency of Ukraine: When I arrived, the 
largest note was 10,000 kupons. Soon 20,000- 
kupon notes appeared, and 50,000s and 
100,000s were being printed. The U. 5, dollar 
had traded at 120 kupons a year before, and 
now it was 3,100. By that reckoning, a com- 
mon monthly salary of 16,000 kupons would 
be down from $130 to $5. “How can I feed 
my family,”.a woman exclaimed, “when a 
kilo of sausage ts 4,000 kupens?” 

The breakup of the U.S.5.R. dealt Crimea 
another problem. Ukraine, asserting sover- 
eignty, laid claim to the Black Sea Fleet 
based at Sevastopol. The parliament of 
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Russia, however, had proclaimed Sevastopol 
a Russian city and the fleet Russian property. 
Administratively Crimea was part of the 

Russian Republic until 1954, when it was 
transferred to the Ukrainian Republic at the 
instigation of Nikita Khrushchev. That was 
all within the U.5.5.K., of course, so it didn't 
matter that much then 

Ukrainian officials charge that Russian 
politicians are plotting to pet back not just 
Sevastopol but all of Crimea, by having it 
oirst become independent and then ask to join 
Russia, “They want to provoke the Russian 
population in Crimea,” I'm told. And that's 
the majority of the 2.7 million Crimeans—63 
percent; Ukrainians are 25 percent. 

Nine percent are Crimean Tatars, a 
reminder of who was bere before the Rus- 
sians ant) Ukrainians, and it's a long list. 
First Cimmerians and the mysterious Tauri, 
who sacrificed shipwrecked sailors to their 
wirgin goddess. Chen warlike horsemen 
from the east—Scythians, Sarmatians— 
and Greeks from the south, planting vine- 
vards and exporting wheal to Athens and 
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Alexandria. Next, legionnaires of imperial 
Rome and from the north, Goths. In the 
Middle Ages, Turks settled inland and 
Byzantines and Genoese built trading posts 
and fortresses on the coast 

In the mid-i13th century, the armies of 
Batu Khan and the Golden Horde made 
‘Tatars masters of the whole peninsula, and 
by the 1500s the Crimean Khanate, allied 
with Turkey, was staging slave-hunting maids 
as far north as Moscow. As Russia strength- 
ened, it expanded southward and in 1783 
annexed Crimea. lis name in Russian, Kerym, 
derives from the Turkic language of the 
Tatars —from 2irtm, meaning “fortress.” 

One night during World War U1, on orders 
from Stalin, all (nmean Tatars—some 
250,000 —were rounded up and sent off east- 
ward to Central Asia, mostly to Uzbekistan 
He accused them of collaboration with the 
German occupation troops. Nearly half are 
said-to have died en rowte and in the early 
days of resettlement. They never lost hope of 
returning, and since the late 1980s they've 
been doing so, Their strugele now is not only 
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Caught in a custody battle between Russia and Ukraine, sailors do calisthenics 

in Sevastopiel, headquarters of the Block Seo Fleet. Aboord the Viktor Kotelnikoy, 
one of 300 or so aging ships in the fleet, o latecomer rushes to lunch. Control of 
Crimea’s valuable port facilities, more than the ships, is at the heart of the dispute. 


acainst ethnic discrimination but also arainst 
the economic chaos that grips all Ukraine. 


UT PROBLEMS are what tourists come to 
Crimea to forget, and a good place to 
startis Yalta, Distractions abound 
dlong the seasice esplanace—still 
coiled the Lenin Embankment—lined 





with palms and roses, Strollers pass ice-cream 
stands and kiosks selling souvenirs; arlists 
offer paintings, photographers wail to snap 
your picture. Excursion boats take passengers 
for sightseeing trips along the coastline of 
Greater Yalta, encompassing a dozen com- 
munities on a 50-mile stretch. Today's eco- 
nomic woes may cloud the sense of luxury a 
bit (my hotel room was evidently sublet for a 
party one might while [was away), but Yalta 
remains the most famous resort area in the 
former Soviet Union 

At the turn of the century Anton Chekhoy 
kept a house in Yalta, where he wrote Je 
Cherny Orchord and Tbe Three Sisters and 
noted of visitors that “the middle-aged 


women dressed as if they were still young girls 
and there was 4 preat number of generals.” 
Today he'd find young women in the tiurht- 
est of miniskirts wearing the brightest ol 
scartet pstick and quite a few affluent 
vines men i A, POO St LO OGSEeTVS Certain 
cynamic elements of post-communist sociwet\ 
i Valta 
Hotel. A Ukrainian entrepreneur, who now 
lives in Canada but often comes here, ex 
plains to me who's who. [Tl call him Sashoe 
The tall muscular man over there, ina 
group of thick-necked fellows with close- 





is the enormous saliwater pool at t! 





cropped hair—he controls the mafia in 
Minsk. That lady with two children—her 
husband is a bie businessman in Moscow, 
he'll come for the weekend, maybe he just 
mace another million dollars, 

How? “Selling oil or metals or chemica 
abroad, You buy cheaply from government 
SOUTCES and, of course, you need & license, 60 
you pay uncer the table.” Esn't that legal; 
“Yes, but anything can be done if you have 
money and the nijght connections.” 
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nha says lots of newly rich Russians 
COULL atte 


Miami but wouldn't feel comfortable there — 


the Rowera or Mallorca ar 
here they can spwrak their own language and 
feel at He adds that in Mascow if 

vou re rich somebody might kill you—a com- 


Pee CT 





MOTE 
or someone jealous, it happens nearly 
; so you have to have bodypuards. 
In Yalta you needn't be so afraid, but some 
a ops have body ual d= here too 


men with their drink on 


Wery day 


[see these muscle 
the terrace at the hotel entrance—ctrew cuts, 
exercise sults, the latest American athictic 
shoes. Here, too, pretty miniskirters seek to 
become friendly with foreign males presumed 

At the table next to 
red dollar.” He 


to carry hard currence 





mine: She, “One hom 
And here | meet a vistting Bayarian farm 
er, a German Army veteran with a poignant 
story. Durning World War II he was a prisone! 
of war near Yalta, cutting wood in the moun 
When a 


f bie pai eee ee ae 
maT Lari’ orester in 


tains. Tiare nearly best him to 


death charge saved him 
He returned 23 vears later and found this 

lady, then in need. and supported her. He's 
been beck mawiy times 


LrEIMEN COUrISE 


Dringing groups ct 


The |acty 


forester is dead 
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, but he'll go up to some forlorn old 
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woman sitting in front of a church and hanel 


her kupons amounting to several months 
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Cone told) me she hacin't been able to 


POY A decent piece of Teel th hwo years 
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DACHA, in the Russian language, means 


a country place, and that can be just a 
shack with a litt garden or a mansion 
on an elaborate estate like those the 

mmunist leaders favored on the 


(nmean south cost, 
: 


[he dacha near Yalta used by Niktta 


Lop i 


KOruSshchey nas indoor and outdoor movie 
theaters, ponds and murmuring fountains, 


ind a bomb shelter 250 feet below. Occasion 


lly an outsider is admitted to sightsee, and 
] eB show rh an album i ith otis rl 
Khrushchev’ 
Hoe (hi Minh 
His successor, Leonid Brezhnev, acted a 
swimming pool with a roofand sliding-glass 
wills and a cozy bar, where 
cistineuithed foreimners such as President 
he LO 
he flue 


farther down the cosas! 


; fuests—Inclira Gandhi, Th 


he entertained 


Lorbachev staved here too, but then 


| comst roi ted 
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at Foros, It's closed 


in cxirnsive i Om pou 





Instant photo op for the artless tourist, a plas- 
tie palm tree and phony drinks await takers on 
as Nice, Yulta enjoys a subtropical climate, 
thanks largely to the mountains that shield 
Crimea's southern coast from winds sweeping 
down from the steppes. 


now, but I got a look from a beat offshore: 

a three-story residence with an escalator to 
the beach, 4 separate recreation building, 
quarters for guests, doctors, guards. Here, 

in August 1991, plotters put Gorbachev 
under house arrest; their coup collapsed three 
days later, but in four months he'd be out of 
a job too. 


HE HEALTHIEST THING about the 

southern coust of Crimea, I'm told as 

L visit a few of its scores of sanatori- 

ums, is simply the combination of 

sun, sta air, and fragrance from the 
parks, But treatments are offered for specific 
problems: Massages, acupuncture, soft music 
for reduction of stress. 

some I find hard to believe. Application of 
electromagnets for varicose veins? Even the 
pebbles on the beaches, I'm assured, can be 
therapeutic. Depending on where a pebble 
presses on your sole, nerve paths to different 
organs will transmit beneficial stimulation. 
But nowadays, says a Sanatorium director, 
most clients come just to relax. 

Tied to the Lenin Embankment in Yalta, 
a white ship called Professor Awbov reflected 
other new realities, She belongs to a Russian 
sclentific institute but no longer makes re- 
search voyages, because the mstitute is broke. 
she's under charter to a private company and 
once a week takes a hondred or more passen- 
gers across the Block Sea to Istanbul, where 
they buy Turkish goods cheaply, with dol- 
lars—clothes, chocolate—to bring back and 
sell here. It's a quick way to double your 
money, and it's callec #upii-prodal—literally 
"buy-sell," meaning trade. 

In the Kirov Sanatorium, a dozen men ancl 
women sit Ina wintlowless room, The air 
pumped in is full of superfine salt particles. 
(sood for bronchitis, asthma, sinus problems, 
says the attendant—200 kupons a visit (seven 
cents at the time), That's also a response to 
new necessities. The sanatorium, no longer 
Stale supported and needing money to keep 
going, rents this room to one of its doctors, 
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who has created @ private firm to supplement 
his inadequate salary. He hasn't made much 
money yet, he says; the best thing these days 
is kupil-prodal, 

There's been change too at Yalta's prime 
Lourist spot, the great white palace a few 
miles down the road at Livadia. It was the 
summer residence of Nicholas U1. last of the 
tsars. The guides say that in the past they 
could hardly mention him. What they 
stressed was that in the banquet hall Stalin, 
Churchill, and Roosevelt met in 1945 for the 
Yalta Conference, which shaped the map of 
postwar Europe. But now what intrigues vis- 
itors most are all the newly hung photographs 
of the imperial family—having tea in the 
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park, plaving tennis, splashing in the suri 
Lhuisicde, a tourist brochure bought for 200 


KUpONS al a city-owned kiask 300 feet awa 
iS sold for 2 O00—kupil-prodal in full A 
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town that went through hel 

First during the 1854-56 Crimean 

War. A full decade afterward, Mark 
Twain, on a Evropean tour, saw what 349 
davs of see and bombardment by the 
British, French, Italians, and ‘Turks hac 
chont in inat war to check Russian expansion 
Pompeii, Twain said, was in comparativel 
In whatsoever direction 


rood Concition 


Cried Pearl iff wen i meer 





he Wrote, Your €veée encounters 


you please,” 
scarcely anything but ruin, ruin, ruin!” 

On the outskirts of Sevastopol, amid a vast 
vineyard of the Golden Valley state farm, 
rises a white obelisk with an inscription in 
Enclish: “In memory of those who fell in the 
Battle of Balaklava 25 Chct. 1854." That day 
Russians were dragging off some captured 
British cannon, and the British commander 
ordered his own lancers and dragoons to give 
chase, his instructions were misinterpreted, 
chrecting them down a path that would ex- 
pose them to Russian artillery fire from hills 
on both flanks and in front, The 670 men of 
the Light Brigade obeyed. It was the charge 
into the Valley of Death celebrated in the 
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Cin working vications, members of a new 
Slavic nutficd, dominated by Russians, stalk 
the bourdwalk in Yalta, where restaurants dre 
Aled with the nowrvecnux riches. To eacploit 
Crimea’s huge economic potential, racketcers 
have moved quickly to aequire properties ana 


concessions all along the coast 
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Por every ailment, a cure: Most involve Crimea’s chundance of sun, sea, and 
minerals. In Yalta guests ot Kirov Sanatorium inhale air laden with salt, 
confident their lungs will be revitalized, At the Burdenko Sanatorium in Saky, 
ayvoung patient enjove a therapeutic both in a pool of Black See water. 


Nikolai Vasiliyevich Bagrov, ance the party's 
first secretary and subsequently chairman, 
or speaker, of parliament. He told me he'd 
changed. a lot 

“Before, theré was only one opinion, and it 
wouldn't be questioned. But I have learned 
to be patient, to control myself and listen to 
the opinions of others, Sometimes the opin- 


ions are not sound, not constructive, and then 


it is very hard to listen and look for the grain 
of truth, Tt gives me a headache." 

Since my visit there's bern a big change. 
Last January Bagrov ran for election to the 
new post of President of Crimea and got 23 
percent of the vote. The winner, with 73 
percent, was Yuri Aleksandrovich Meshkoy, 
who'd promised to split Crimea away from 
Ukraine and join it to Russian 

Meshkov has since modified his position: 
Trice autonomy would be enow¢ch, he say5 
now, if tt included a free hand in determining 
economic policies and the right to make trea- 
ties with foreign nations, And be stands by 
his campaign pledie to make the Russian 


Lid 


ruble legal tender in (Comea once more 

No wonder—by January the Ukrainian 
kupon hacl sunk to 40,000 to the dollar, and it 
has kept on sinking. 


N THE HILLS AROUND SIMFEROPOL 
makeshitt villages are reminders of 
the bitter fate of the Crimean Tatars, 
now returning after decaces of exile 
to the land they ruled for more than 
300 Vears 

For many, | fine, the new life here isn't 
easy, Electricity isn't provided, and water 
comes by truck and must be carried home 
in plastic pails, A lot of the tiny houses 
are unfinished —the money brought from 
Usbekistan has been losing value and won't 
huy enough cinder blocks and lumber 

At least the bits of land they're on are now 
theirs: in the old Soviet strte the police might 
heave ron them off, All grow fruits and vege- 
tables, “Lf you have a twentieth of a hect- 
are," an old man tells me—that's about 40 by 
90 feet—“you'll never go hungry.” But you 
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Kits sttll reign at the Artek International 
Children’s Center necr Yalta, Their parents 
weuld hove attended courtesy of the state as 
Young Pioneers. Now mom and dad have to 
couch wp cosh, and lots of it. Thoweh most of 
Crimeca’s resorts anid health spas are still in 
the hands of government ministries, they are 
run row for profit, mot as public services. 


might [recre in Winter, CoA] so expensive 
Alany tell me they were better off in Uzbeki- 
stan, but all say they're happy to be here in 
their homeland 

Che elected leader of the Crimean Tatars’ 
national council, Mustafa Jemilev, now 50, 
was six months old when deported and later 
spent 15 years in prison for agitating for his 
people srnight to return. “About 250,000 are 
now back,” he tells me, “anc they keep 
coming. No, they don’ texpeéct to get their 
former houses back but do demand represen- 
tation in the Crimean parliament, with veto 
nower in Tatar matters: 

[ mention that [ was surprised to see a 
Tatar lady who's blonde, blue-eved, and 
nink-faced. Mustafa Jemiley smiles, That 
poes back to the formation of our nation, he 
avs. In the steppe were those with Mongo 
han features; in the south, some Greeks, 
Goths, and Genoese who accepted Islam and 
adopted the Tatar language and so became 
‘Tatars, Lhe steppe Laters and the coast 
Tatars mixed, so now there's no such thing as 
a typical Crimean Tatar face 

He adds that among his people knowledge 
of the Tatar language & weak—for alone 
time there’ ve been no Tatar schools: every 
one's been educated in Russian, “We hope 
to change that slowly, to train teachers and 
fel. textbooks." 

South of Simferopol, in Bakhchysaray 
the lest capital of the Crimean Tatars—the 
[Sth-century palace of the khans is under 
renovation. More than a hunectred fountains 
are said to have played here. I pass the Hols 
Paradise Fountain, the Fountain of Life, the 
Lullaby Fountain. They're all dry, except for 
the one the tourists flock to see, the Fountain 
of Tears. [t's famous because of a poem by 
Alexander Pushkin, about a fierce ruler's 
gricfhover the death of a beautiful Polish 


princess in his harem 





Nearly, afew Datars in white skullcaps 
ile into the palace mosque for Friday prayers 
with a visiting imam from Turkey 
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HATS ALONG THE WEST COAST of 
Crimen? The little town af Saky, 

offering black-mud treatments for 
rheumatism, aod the big industrial 


town of Yevpatoriva, with dozens 





of sanatoriums tor chiktiren. Alone the road- 


side, grazing catthe ancl sheep alternate 
with wheal fields pwned orchards of cherries, 
apnles prea lee 

On a gentle hill near Novoozerne, | see 
skinny steel legs 60 feet tall, with 28-font 
blades revolving on top —three windmills, 
“Protected hy U. &. Patent 4,426,192, 
asumn. It's the piiot project of a joint venture 
hardware made in Ukraine, technology 
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from @ firm in San Francisco that created a 
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ling for eas: Here a fishing collective called 
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ishing 3 down, because of overtishing and 
pollution, and the collective seeks new wis 


to make money: raising nutria for fur anc 








tencing (50 acres of lavender and wormivood 


to make ol tor cosmetics | He CHAITNA! 


tells me-that he stened up for a joint venture 
with an aftershave company from Corpus 


“And we ve 
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Chrish, Texas, a-year earlier 
sent them oil samples 
nothing 5 happened.” 
MMIEE'S HERE, it's getting hot—time 


tor a refreshing day in the mountains, 


Its 85,000 acres were once the hunting 
Erounds of the tsars. Vieacimir Lupsha, 
who Was in charge here for 29 years, takes 
mt up ad narrow road through successivi 


rons of oaks, beeches, and then pines 





At 4,000 feet there's a great meadow with 
soots of white and pale pink —datsies: and 
hiny wild roses. A white-headed eagle 
circles overhead 

(in the Way Wwe ct stopypeed fo pe Tit ate 
a Strewm 
ney, Who came until he was 60 decrepit he 
Around here, 
Lupsha says, are boars, parelles, mountain 
‘nda thousand Crimean deer; one of 
those majestic stags can measure eight feet to 
the top of his antlers, But since 1987, no 
hunting. No hiking either, it disturbs the 
animals. But outside the preserve, in Lhe rest 
of the Crimean Mountains, there’s 20 times 
he 


itclimb a steep thousand 


“a favorite spot of Leonid Hresh- 


hal to [ein of a tree to shoot 





SED 


as much space for hiking and camping 





adventurous mig 
fect down into the Homhoy Kanvon, the 
Grand Canyon of Crimean. And then jump 
inijo an icy pool cown there, known as the 
lnuintain af vouch 

That night the full moon cast a shimmering 
path of silver across a truly black Black Sea 


A} i GLIMPSES of the rest of Crimea! 
\\ drive northeast from Yalta on the 
coast road that winds and winds, like 








nsnake without end, now hizh, now 





, low, blWwern grten Vinevards and 
eray, pebbly beaches along the turquoise and 
At Sudak, afive-tower Genocs 
fortress looms from a seasicle hill, At Feocdo- 
siya, the old fortifications are Byzantine. This 
is the end of the Crimean Mountains; from 
now on It's ripening wheatand cattle pas 
tures all the way to the Kerch Strait, which 
connects the Black Sea to the Sea of Azoy 
Kerch, & rail terminus and (“rimea’s major 


emerald sea 


commercial port, has become a transship- 

ment point for exports from much of the new 
Lommonwealth of Incenenctent States since 
“In 199 


official. In 


opening to foreieners two years avo 
we had 186 ships,” says.a city 
1993 they came at twice that rate, loaclinge 
coal for Ttaly, steel wire for China. 

Kerch is also home port for factory shins 
catching fish in the Atlantic and Indian 


Replanting roots that date back to the [3th century, a fomily of Tatars settles into 
aqmaokeshift home wutside Yolto. Since the late 1980s. qucrter of a million Totars 
hove reforned from Stalin-imposed exile. Korean formers, whose parents moved 
here in the (930s, forest wotermetlons on Crimea’s northern steppe. 
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Oceans, canning it, and selling it for bard Hermitage in St. Petersburg. Some of the 
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Crimeans first, Russians second, Vasily and 
(ira Korein celebrate their golden wedding 
anniversary in Sevastopol, home to a large 
population of Kussian pensioners. Though 
some of Crew friends favor reunification with 
Russia, many, like the Korezins, would prefer 
that Crimed remain autonomous, with the 
loosest possible ties to its parent nations. 


Will be shut down for lack of heating ol 

And so, while mainland Ukraine sustains 
Crimea with plent 
néarly enough easolme and oll, because thal 
must come from Russia, and Ukraine doesn't 
have the mone. 

In fact, Ukraine ts far behind in its pay: 
ments—reportedly to the equivalent of 2.5 
Diliion ddllars, or more—and from time to 
time Russia threatens to cut off fuel supplies 


Y Ol Wale, if Cannol supply 


Altogether. In September 1993, Presidents 
KRravchuk-and Yeltsin met vel again, ina 
grand dukes former palace near Yalta, and 
ANNCUnCed another agrecment: in pavineril 
for some of its debt, Ukraine will cede to 
Russia tts share of the Black Sea Fleet! 

But when Kravchuk returned to his capi 
tal, deputies in the Ukrainian parliament pre. 
claimed they'd never ratify such a deal, Since 
then there's bocn vet another agreement: 
Ukraine to get 15 percent of the fleet and 
credit for 45 percent; 4 


base to be leaserl to Russia. Rit <ill ratifica 


baer er ae a 
it Sevastopol naval 


tion isin doubt. And so agein the big econom 
ic and political questions remain unresolved, 
and the Ukrainian kupon keeps falling to new 


lows. The outlook t grim, uncertain 


UT CRIMEA holds that commodity for 
which, itseems, there will always be 
CUStOMers: Nature — priroda A sprine 
that coaxes fields of poppies when 
enow (5 falling in Moscow. A summer 

of Black Sea beaches and healing forest airs 

when the temperature of the sea anc the mit 

Bare the same. And an 

the southern coast, when the atmosphere 


Witimn that enchants 
clear as crystal and the colors of the sea und 
the sky are extra bright, The deciduous trees 
Among ane VETBTEEMs turn vellow, maroon, 
and red: vinevards 
People sa he soit breezes caress You— Vou 
fee! you're floating. They call : 


i 7 e 
blaze purple and gold 
f « 


hark! arte i ‘, 


jftoan., thie Ve iv cl se250n 


That's what Crimes has to look forward 


bo, ne matter what ‘a 
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To Heaven by Land, Sea, or Air 


Fantasy Cottins 








Article and photographs by 
CAROL BECKWITH and ANGELA FISH 












Pop the hood, and a wooden Mercedes-Benz 
esting place for a man who drove 








he fish bobbed toward 
Us, as if bore on a 
dark and clistening 

Ih seemedct La 
symbolic fare- 

e in the fishing 
of Oshien. Anointed with 
theep's blood ond schnapps 
hoisted by thes 


Aris of 


WAVE 
nocd o = 
well to each ficitiae 
wil lage 
anc 
Paker| 
the deceased's male 
+ (rizht), the 
wooden fish railed the remains of 
Dede Tse Nun, chief 
(utside hana s capital cits 
C Accra, a handful of wood 


weat-sir 
friends arc relat 
n fishing 
carvers create coffins modeled 


special importance 


Lo the departed 


j "I 
“Fe 
Dinh i | Ei Le a) 4S 
it ! al re 
. 


Commissioned by nich and 


Boor among the a cosstal 
pecnle as well as others in-newh 
borne countries, the coffins 

f lowed omnes 
and reflect their status. At 
Nin’ « funeral more than 2,008) 


celebrate the 


attended a ceremony a 
sad and jubilant 

A lew day 
nearby town of Aun 
Tetteh Athong— 
Joe —put the finishing touches 


EUESLS 
Once 
: before, in the 
Joseph 
known 15 Pas 


Fontasy coffins of i:hana will 

he featured: in the acithors’ book 
renmiconien and Aitwodls, 
be published by Harr 


4, bras Inc,, ini ep? 


Atric Le Lee 


| 
Pua 


frat! much 
> netted off 
Pas Joe learned 
POA) 2 An Ap oren- 
Seth Kane 
Kwej}, who hod started carving 
the coffins about five years be 


on the fish (below), af 
like those Nunuw once 

(ishana’s coast 
his traft in 


f 
tice to his uncle, 


fore and continuerl making them 
until his death in 1992. Today 
Pas Joe's shop turns out about 
ten cottins & 


deceasel—whoe may be keptin 


Year bo house the 


mortuarnes for a tinth of mort 
while funerals are planned 
“De you. fired Tt d icult see 


ing your beautitul works of ori 


disap ang inte the zround? 


we asked Paa Joe 


“T wish some 





for- people 
to appreciate,” he said. “But 
used, It has 
Phe iround 


would be on display 
Once one has been 
envied iis purpose 
bmewhere it belongs 

The memorials are expensivs 
tishanaians. A tanias, 
colfin casts about 400 0, S.— 


[Or mcs 


fInCoOMme 

on the 

. Fai leneth of 
nven to the 


the average year! 
in (shann 
fesign, wood type 


i 
r a te 
Lie [re i it 
hE 


nivance notice 
CAryeT People rouwtimnery spend 
everything they have on funer- 
als. One friend told us, “ihe 
hearcest struaele in life ie to 
make enough income to support 


the funeral celebration.” 
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© A pilot from Togo chose a KLM jet. 
from Europe and the United States, 
where coffins are displayed in 
museums and galleries. 





~ Alobster will bear the body of a 
fisherman who made his living 
trapping the crustaceans along the 
West African coast. 
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ee oe , ae 
Going in Style 
When a dying person has not arranged for a coffin, 
families look to carvers to help make a choice. 
“Knowing the deceased person’s profession and 
interests helps us narrow it down,” says 
Ben Sowah of Kane Kwei Carpentry Works. 









© Repairing outboard motors in 
life, a mechanic chose to be 
buried in a Yamaha 40—the 
same kind of motor he used 
on his own boat. 


> | © The family of a goldsmith selected 
| a coffin shaped like a crab, symbol 


of his clan. 





© The crew of a fishing fleet captain came 
from Cameroon to attend his funeral 
in Ghana, where he was buried in this 
model of one of his boats. 





 Acattle herder’s family 
buried him in a bull. 








~ A farmer chose a green 
onion coffin. 


mee Lt'ansport to the 
y Afterworld 


Blending Christian and traditional 


i The eagle coffin is reserv 
eag is reserved beliefs, the Ga pour libations over the 


for people of prominence, 
such as a paramount chief, coffin to ask blessings from 
the deceased, now among the ranks of 
honored ancestors. Families bury the dead 
with the comforts and adornments of life— 
= handwoven cloth, jewelry, and money. 
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Painted scales and a pink 
satin interior add detail to 
a tselé fish coffin, 





A stylized leopard will 
carry the remains of a hunter. 
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Povery thine 
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must te mizht before IT let 


swe watched, be circled the 
wood form of a truck destined 
for aman who hauled com 


J rs i = - = om ie t . 
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an] ut Let pie =a LULG ‘ek 


piece of wood betreath the 
Bich! | bu tny CT 

ony ot t the truck 
returned to Pag 
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s shop and 


lieve 

} \ 
wating to collect the replica 
Meu le ed on? Sco iI Wuce 


Miiny details had 


4 om 
=p 7 arth i] 
fad, oe 





| = Be 
found the Tamil 


28 ang brake pecs ‘> were m 
hare rer revdector ea eh i 


th a | UF 
' c Ha. 


olass mirrors had been 





mstallecd, and the driver 
ite saying was displayed over 
the Windshield 

Yel, to our surprise and the 
frmibe's clismay, the coffin wa 
not quite ready. Every appren- 
Lice in the shop Was busy paint 
ne chunks of wooden com! 
carved into the bed of the truck 


Final- 


‘rere Wet fet, arrived le es 
‘| ah Ler] Panes chi Ta Ee Lt LF if 


ANZIOUS Moments passe 

rect the truck * make on the 
hood (below). Several mon 
strokes ancl the job was doni 


A few hours 


the wake 0s the family ioaced 


TEMAIneO ietore 
the =still-wet coffin inte thew 
truck and headed off, hapa 
vork. Wi 


wondered i! Pasa lor, calm 


with the carve: 


throweh it all, had jd to tne 
meat inthe deceased's truce 


thal God's time —which cannot 
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THE PRESIDENTS REPORT OAS THE 


Education Foundation 


At Long Last, New 
Geography Standards 


hey re teaching our kids gar 
bag in schools now — anid it’s 
iret way to tum them on 
Io geography 
As part of the National Geo- 
graphic Kids Network program, stu- 
dents toot through chassroom trash 
and analee how much ofa is recy- 
Clable. Then, using a computer link. 
they compare their findings with 
these of YOUNgSers IM schoo 
around the nation and the world 
hte a chance for students at 
Lavtien Hall Elementary School in 
Fairfax, Virginia (right). to share an 
ecology lesson With Kis ike Lose 
at Siler City Elementary School jn 
North Carolina (below } 
Projects like these help stuctents 
explore the many aspects of geogra 
hy, And I'm wery excited about 


Lue nex step: To help teachers L - oa - ie *_e —_—— 
pull those elements together, oew , 





ah di reir iTS. BE 


gcopraphy education stindarnds are 
fo be dnounered nest month 

Lan March, President (iinton 
wed into law the Goulk 2000 
coucahon act, aimed at oi lt 
student performance in cieht sur 
jects, Including geography. joer 
the country more than 2,000 people 
have worked onthe geoeraphy stnn- 
dards, criwing up a blueprint of 
basic knowledge and skills that stu- 
dents should posgees by the fourth. 
eighth, and twelfth grades 

Fort example, fourth-erade teach- 
er 3oll oorw know that students 
showid, among other things, be able 
to make a curdboard of clay model 
of a region showing landforms, 
(rathiage systems, and vegetation. 

Anthony Ride Sour. editor of 
the Society's RieseakcH & Exeioka- 
Thos pout, isexccetive director of 
the peography-stanidards effort 

This could Gea golden era fos 
geugraphy, : Sib ys Che Sours [The 
stancircds will be vaoluriiry. but 
for our children’s sake—| hope 





” uchouls seize the opportunity.” 
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WHY DID THE HIPPO 
CROSS THE ROAD? 
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In the vole 





en glow of an [ncian sunset, a 





e Asiatic lion stares intently into 





VOUNE Mm 
the darkening forest. Great numbers of these 
majestic lions once ranged from the Middle 
East to India, but by 1913 the big cats had 
heen exterminated im every country, save 


for rust 20 in the Gir Forest. Today, the 





survival of the species depends on one pop- 


ulation living in a fragment of protected 
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ILDLIFE AS CANON SEES IT 


lorest. [o save endangered specres, it 15 


_—— a | + i Fial 
iitats and under 





vital to. protect their ha 
stand the role af each species within the 
earth's écasystems, As a global corporation 
commutted to social and environmental con- 
Cems, We nope to TOSter a ereater awar®e- 
ness af our common obligation to ensure 
earth's life-sustaining ecology 


that the 


survives intact for future generations. 





Ancient Forest Rises 
From Italian Clay 


ther Were cherine [or 
' = f at 
Clay to supply & tie factor 
= F 17 a 
ltnly's Limbra reeon 


fuck wood—old tree 
trunks. in fact. Upmghet but listing 


wks Pasa a Lees | Loe & | ! 1 


when thes 


smelled like living trees 
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Drese red Fy Ute thom cuiy, Sixty 
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| 26 feet hig! 
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ond even 


7 2b Fr = -o 8 
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L Wert 
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- i =o = 
near Perugia; the tops.of th 
wen mre iy i chi ric MS 
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ofr anything that resemble: 
themin the family called Tax 
lichi Crye be if Truly Toon, Su 
peshing that the climate wed to be 
lar damn 

Expoaure to air has led to some 
decay of the trees. ~The pimar 
Th 10 Te oh Why TO preserve 
Fdiector, Sera 


Wf Lmbnas 


orche C150) : 
dency, Ais team has 
HS Ver ine Tunes Ti Cite 


if) | 
Cor TRENT Tew be Lief 


Tiny it 4 missile even under 





rid i monitoring ther status 
naive of the trees revealed that 
some lived for a thousand years 
‘They ate not petrified,” Vergoni 
avs. ~ [bev ire wired: ihevs 


T 
could te hurmed 


Mummy s DNA Proves 
TB Preceded Columbus 
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of the University of Minne: 
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revolutionary techniaue called 
POT ase COLE (PCE) 
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present-day TB bacterin. ‘The 
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YOU DON’T HAVE TO DRIVE 
IN THESE PLACES TO APPRECIATE 
CARS THAT WERE DESIGNED 
FOR THEM. 


Geographica 


ut the tip of the 
tongue, while m 
anukes the separation 
of the tincs extends 
much farther back 
But all species ume the 
fork in the same way, 
Schwitnk says. With 
flicking Lompiues, 
HnAeCS SUC) eS PEE 
anscoida cum folk 
chemical “foctprinta” 
left on the ground by 
noftential prev. Males 
can locate mates by detecting secre- 
thon from the skin of @ passing 
female. Mothér can lead their 
Young back to them den. “he waorkd 
sakes live in is textured by chem 
cal nuances,” suys Schwenk, “We 
Can't imagine how iportanne thes 
eee 13 to then: it cindes them in 
the most basic aspects of living.” 


Ground-Tracking With a 
Forked Tongue 
cientists since Aristotle's day 
have wonderéd why the 
Longice of snakes —and many 
livards— are forkecl, a trait that 
dates from of least the Cretaceous 
more than 63 million years ago 
NOW Kurt Schwenk, a Universits 
of Connecticut evolutionary biolo- 
etet, thinks he knows the answer. 
“Tt gives them theabality to follow a 
chemical trail in ‘stereo,’ " he savs 
“The spread tines of the forked 
longue detect the cdyes of a trail 
with asimngle flick .~ 
Some turds have only a tiny aplit 


The Alpine Iceman: 
Hunter, Toolmaker, Cook 


detailed picture of the pre- 
historic man whose well- 

Presery ed remains were 
Town high in the Alps has emerge 
from 70 hours of microscopic 





“Gene-ography’’: Mapping Early Migration 


bout 9 (00 years-ago, soon after ugnculture began im the 
Fethle Crescent, people poured out of the Micdle 
. East, migrating mall directions. Their movement 






the Iberian Peninsula, Where an established poople appa 
| ently resisted intermingling with the newoorers. 

That migratory pattern is just one Of the ancient narratives 
eTitten in the genes of modern Europeans, says Lie Lincs 
Cavalli-Sforza of Stanford University. Using penetie data 
collected fram modem peoples, he ts tracking past migra- 
tions and mappm his conclusacns. 

For distance, one genchc trt, Ro-negative, turns up 
mnomore than a quarter of the population of the Baaque 
country—the highest rane of Rh-negative in the world. The 
trait is found in ever decreming frequency the closer pupula- 
thons are to the Fertile Crescent (map). Had those carly trav: 
een merged more successtuliy with forebears oF present-ias 
Basques, Rh-negoative would have been diluted among them 
as well, A separate migration may account for the low rate 
of Rh-negative documented im far northern Europe. 

Several soentifie teams have used penes to trace the move- 
ment of peoples. In The Afutory and Geoyraphy af Hunuit 
Genes, Cavalli-Storme pod his colleagwes present an atias of 


SOO maps depicting Workiwiche migration 


SERHLTE GARRETT, Sev b 





LTEROWES OD SA 
Ly) Bal? Di LY PL 


Riles AEDST 


study of his tools. In his last days 
3 veors geo the foeman (Cro. 
CoA PteE 
with thie flint knite tound with its 
prs sheath (above). He worked at 
rescating his copper ax head inte ts 
handie, Hie retrieved fas epent 
annows and began to refashion them 
for literise. And be heated o 
starchy food, possibly for parmdge 

Thamas Low of the Australian 
Aeneroral | nveraty, who found 
traces of unica! fair, blood, and ts 
sue olf over the tool surfaces, coon 
chides that the leeman was no Khoi 
dome have charked: “He wis a 
skilled hunter, a mountain mun who 
knew the popes.” 


Percentage of Ah-negative individuals in papulslion 


ia Mone thor 25 
Be 20-25 


| thi crue Europe skirted the mountainous Aas Me ren at I] i5-20 


We ios 
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National Geographic, September 1992 


Same 1999) butcherecl mest 





“We need to take care of the forest and the things that live here” 


i | (eee Ea a | a a i 
‘. ut wre, VOU UNE tand hat Ll Ores. is mare Ar) Wet trees, AVE Gn 


‘Piet al i | 
caring for the wildlife that lives here is important. lo all of us. My COMpAany, 
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David Nickleofthe Music, Life, and Death 
Ls Department (vi in aq Chinese Court 


Aonculture he rat 





studying them in Lek nt the grand sweep of Chinese 
He has identified 370 story, the Marquis ‘Yr phays 
species In an aren. of a minor role. But the tamb of 
northeastern Peru the the fifth-century ac. ruler of the 
sae of Washingion, state of Zeng sheds brilliant light on 
D.C the entire U.S. the music, technology, and customs 
hasconly about LEO of the period. 
‘POcies When the minus died, he was 
“Every katvilid buned with the luxurious trappings 
species has itt own of hes life, Including 2! teenage 


cave. female attendants and. some 45 
A Mutation That Wards "Bach has its aw ns Nie 4 lounding carpe Terie nts This 
Off Heart Disease” Conn of crickets, katydids three Hon act of +} bronze dual-pitch 


tory, ackhe 





“sing” by rubbing their wings bells, nme feet high, 14 the most com- 
ina Segala is ome of the lucky together and listen with receptors plex assembly of bells ever found. 
ones She, alone with hey Located cn tiecir 
threesonsandsome 4)oth- front legs. Males 
er residents of the northem [talian call females, 
own of Lamone, bpparently cannes SOC cf WHICH * Ter. ; 
inherited protection agains heari sina tuck ie ; 
tiseasc. Seeala's busta, (rin- With the help 
Como. Cites mc ot Earthwatch 
When one of the Limonc natives wolunbeers. 
visited o Milan doctor foracheckup ‘Nickle and his 
two decades ago, tests found high colleare, James 
levels of LDL, or “bad” cholesterol, Costner of the 
while HOL, “good” cholesteral Cniversity of . vas tie 
barely registered, implying high risk = Florida, have Re eR ren etk dee det dieew a Paced 
of heart disease. Yet the man's found that by day some koatvidids 
health was excellent..Later studies pose as s0cks, dead leaves, or pieces The margins’s tom also beled 
tumed up 4 mutation tn a lipid of bark to fol predators: One-spe bronze figures, stone chimes. pan 
cating proven in his blood and aes chews 4 notch oul ofa twig pipe]s, dnd bronze Drazicrs and caul- 
that of 3 percent of Limone’s 1.000 then fills the void with ttieown body. drons, now in the Hubei Provincial 
residents; Says Dr, Cesare Sarton of Museum in Wuhan, Kenneth J 
the University of Milan: “These De Woskin. i University of Michi 


gan specialist in Chinese history 
believes the buried women were 
court performers sacnficed to enter 
tam bimin the aftertiife, 

Bones WrasTRAln 


people have great artenmes.” He has 













traced the protective gene to a child 
born im lial, Researchers Deepa Lo 
develop as syathetic version of the 
protein io treat or even preven! 
heart cistase 


Baring the Secret Life 
of Katydids 


tight Katvelicls of Peru create 6 
not of noise with infinite 
Varied sones 
But they seem to van- 
hat dawn, hidden 
irom preving burs 
MMR CYS. FATS, Spa- 
ders, and snikes 
Thus though they ore 
DIE the rin forest s mist 
ubiquitous residents, litt 
known ubowt them nti 


et 
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National Geographic, September 1904 


Introducing The Toyota 
Touch Lease. In Todays Economy, 
Its Perfect Timing. 


[here's 





better time 
to lease a lovota than now 
Why? You ask. Simple. 
It's called the Tovota Touch 
Lease. 1's a plan designed to 
let vou lease any lovwota: From 
the rugged 4Runner and the 
sophisticated Camry te our 
tough, dependable Trucks anc 
the all-new totally redesigned 
Celica. And at course, every 


thing in between 


Now belo we ao on, lets bret: 


ly touch upon how: a bease works 
When you lease a vehicle, 
you poty lor the cifference hetween 
the initial cost of the wehicle an 
its projected value at lease end 
(rather than the entire cost of 


the vehicle} 








In other words, youn anty 
Day Lie lear whit VOU Lise. lis, 


hua simple 
FOvOTA Quan 


What separates the Toyota 
Iouch Lease from all other lease 
plans ts what's built into every 
Toyota, Attention to detail. 
Every member of Tisyata’s orga 
nization ts commuted to giving 
youl a better proqluct. It's whut 
we call Tovota quatiry And that's 


where it all begins 
{IGH RESALE VALUE 


Towolas have been known to 
Telain tone valle Chuan most com- 
petitive WeENICleS. 


Simnty put, when it comes 


to beasine, you ll get more out of 


a Toyota Heres why 






now MONTHLY 
PayMENTS 


Because of Toyota's high 
resale value there's less deprecia- 
tion wiich means. low monthly 
payments. What this cloes for you 
is a variety of things. Like, for 
instance, it can help vou pet the 
options youve dhways wanted 
Or perhaps, it can make that 
dream car a realiry 

The Toyota Touch Lease 
It may just be the perfect ime 
lor you to get a Toyota 

For more information on the 
lovota Touch Lease Plan, please 
call -SO)-GOTOYOTA 


GP TOYOTA 


o Fy le Fr 2 | r tr 
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Now You Can Lease Any Toyota. 
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WT YOUR GUIDE TO 
GREAT VACATIONS 





, lt ri al 


| Te iN ao 


Grand Canyon 
Jasper | Innich your next parks visit with the TRAVELER National Parks 
i | Collector's Edition—o |42-pave speciul issue trom our populist 

Vovageurs ftravel maga. [ts a ox mess mf top-rated articles frown. past 


is at SATIOALAL CROGRAPHIC TRAVELER on sewen natin al parks 








Acadia in the LS, snd Conacka, petiier with new intormation. For every 
park, theres a valuable Travel Wise section that otters details on how 
Great Smoky fo per there, what to see and do, where to aray, and mcmre 


Mountains The Collector's Edition isaniy 55.95." Mail your check to thee 
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Turkey 
Compliments to author Thomas B. Allen and pho- 
tographer Reza for the fine feature on Turkey in 
your May 1984 peu. In the eves of this nine-time 
visitor, such a fair depiction is rare. 
Jane Crosny 
Yophank, New York 


In my 3,300-kilometer tour of Turkey, I saw many 
sotnes of contrast and change, but the black-veiled 
fundamentalist figure in the photograph on page 
8 was seldom seen. A typical street included a mix 
of traditional kerchiefed women and Western- 
skirted women. While the cover photograph of a 
dervish i beautiful, it has little to do with modern 
Turkey, The Meviana Monastery of the dervishes 
In konya is now a muscum. More typical are scenes 
of horse-drawn carts loaded with vegetables mov- 
ing alongside automobiles or mud-brick houses 
equipped with antennas and solar panels. 
Mass-housing projects are going up in every city 
to house the inflow of villagers. These projects are 
funded in part by a hefty cigarette tax, with home 
buyers’ paymenis subsidized so they are no more 
than 30) percent of family inoore. 
Michele ALTHERR 
Jemez Springs, New Mevico 


To ‘give the impression that racial and religious 
respect toward non-Turks exists.in Turkey ts an 
insult to certain minorities—people who have 
been robbed of their hentage, culture, and dignity, 
Asan Armenian living in Erzurum, [had to turkize 
my name to cary on day-to-day business. | was 
scared to speak my language in public and 4s 4 
second-class citizen had no nights of protection. 
When | leit the country, all my belongings were 
thoroughly inspected by the customs police; icons 
and other items of value that had been in my deci- 
mated family for gencrations were removed. This 
is the Turkey that ites behind the glass high-rises 
mod neon lights of Istanbul, 
AZAD MAKASHYAN 
Toronto, Catarina 


As an ex-resident of Turkey E salute this valiant 
nation and express my pratitude to it for giving 
shelter tomy ancestors—the Sephardic lews—who 
were expelled from Spain in 1492 and received 
iiévlum in the territones of the Ottoman Empire. 
HaAIM ASHBELL 

Petah Tikva, Israel 


Asa Turkish-American, I felt that the article gave 
an accurate picture of today’s Turkey and the polit- 
ital and economic progress made. Additionally, as 
a woman, I was moved by the writer’ sensitivity 
and interest in women’s issues. Today's Turkish 
woman beleves that she ts a first-class citimen. and 
will quietly continue to fight for herrights. 
CANAN F. Gregg 
Kenering, Chino 
Rice 
l expected to find some mention in Peter White's 
well-written article of Salmon “Sol” Lusk Wright, 
the developer of the famous Blue Rose rice. 
By 1907, through pamstaking selection, gram by 
prain, he developed this superior variety, which 
revitalized the nice Industry in Louisiana and even- 
tually the U.S. During: hes lifetime this variety 
accounted for most of the U.S, nce harvest, The 
Blue Rose Muscum southwest of Crowley, Louisi- 
ond, memoriilices his contributions. 
Wanree W, BALLARD 
Moline, Hlincis 


Rice has the power to save lives. It nourishes and 
heips a person's gut to heal. Few people are allergic 
to it. Rice, powdered or ground for oral rehydra- 
tion therapy (ORT), prevents dehydration, @ serti- 
nus svmptam of many ilinesses. Tt can help the 
elderly, AIDS patients, or anyone suffering from 


diarrhea. 
(CHARLENE B. Dace 
Child Heolth Foundation 
Coltmbia, Maryland 
Michelangelo's Last Judgment 


Meg Walsh's article was a stunning testimonial to 
the mortal creator of this masterpiece. [have often 
heard that the physical accuracy of his works was 
the result of medically precise dissections of cadav- 
er, Less obvious ts the argument that the works af 
this forefather of modern anatomical science can 
ula be used asa basis for moder psychology. The 
expressions on the faces and depths of the eves 
appear as windows into incredibly human minds. 
James T. GARSTX 

North Palm Beach, Florida 


Instead of “an apparent oversight by Michelange- 

fo” (page 121), perhaps he meant the flesh-colored 

hand toshow that thisdeman was once human, like 
the tormented soul being dragged to Hell. 

Many McGrovers VASEY 

Webster, New York 


Your story on Michelangelo's “Last Judsment™ is 

beautiful art. and puts to rest. the myth that dark 

overlying shadows were the artist's intent. What 

Weeee In ton glorious ever to have been covered up 
by its creator. 

RICHARD A. SWANEY 

Cralid Fill, Gregan 
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replaced with Hugs and smules. own ws 
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English Channel Tunnel 
A. forerunner of the laser system to align tunnel 
comstruction was used for the Frejes Tunnel be- 
tween Bardoncechia, Italy. and Modane, France, 
opened on the Turin-Paris railroad line in 1871. 
Near Modane aniche still exists across the Arc Val- 
ley just opposite the original entrance of the tun- 
nel. During construction a lamp was kept burning 
in this niche to keep the advancing hole aligned. 
Really. nothing new under the sun! 
GLNGLUIDO CASTAGNO 
Trieste, dtaly 


Don't contemporary Englishmen realize that the 
Chunnel is but an expansion of sea and air links 
binding England mextncably to the rest of the 
world? The voluminous cultural, commercial, sci- 
entific, and material flow through those links & 
what uffects Britain and not the particular branch 
through which it arrives. This is not to slight amar- 
velous engineering teat, which makes life so much 
nicer for humanity. 
Jack Eviczen 
Ragnana, fxrael 


For every “Euro-skeptic™ there are thousands of 
us who hold out our hands to the rest of Europe. 
The Chunnel is a lasting symbol of our unity and 
joint future 
ALISTAI BURTENSHAW 
Hove, England 
In “Alaska's Sky-High Wilderness” we are told 
that the National Park Service is there “to main- 
tiin a natural system.” In doing so, they have 
banned hunting in the park. Humans have been 
hunting in Alaska for thousands of years. To ban 
hunting is akin to removing a predator, upsetting 
the ecological balance. | do not argue that the area 
has not been overhunted in the past century, But 
hunting, perhaps on a controlled basis, i neces- 
Sry lOinaintain & natural system. 
JONATHAN JOH NSCS 
Rainier, Oregon 





Some subsistence funting by moral rentdenty is 
perl tterd. 
Exactly 40 years ago seven of us—the University 
Peak Expedition Alaska 1954—spent a good part 
of the summer in this urea, To say it i rugged and 
wild i an understatement. Wo flew in to the nver 
flats near the Hawkins Glacier, hiked up the gla- 
cier to our base camp, and lived on the ice for 
while. We gol partway up the mountain but dic’! 
reach the summit. However, | was able to relive a 
litelong ambition to walk on the face of the earth 
where no human being had been belore. | think 
there are still many areas in the new park that can 
salisty such an ambition. 

Ronkky W. CeoMeR 

Alanigo, Wilrccisin 


The caption on page 91 reads. “ “Graybeards and 
striptings and women’ joined Alaska’s gold rush, 
wrote Robert W, Service.” With all due respect, 
Service never wrote about the gold rush in Alaska. 
The quotation comes from his poem “The Trail of 
Ninety-Eaght,” which describes the human tide 
that swarmed through Skagway, Alaska, over the 
Chilkoot Pass, and farther north to Dawson, 
Yukon Territory, This use of poetic license is to 
some extent a siap im the face to Yukoner history. 
(uy Buber 
Whitehorse, Yukon 
Kudos to the Cartographic Division for the utterly 
stiperh mapsupplement of Alaska. A six-hour uni- 
versity geouraphy class could easily be constructed 
using this map as text, 
Jasren 1). SKINNER 
Lincola, Nebraska 


The text beneath the panorama of Prince William 
Sound says the tanker Exxon Valder spilled 711 
million barrels” of crude oil, The amount spilled 
was 11 million gallons, one forty-second the 
amount. Che devastation was bad enough without 
embellishment or inmcouracy. 
Grbokos (. Siuipes 
Kenai, Alaska 


Long before | moved to Alaska in [985, a Geo- 
praphic map of the state hung on the wall of my 
Chicago apartment, a reminder of my dream to 
one dav head north. lam now emploved in Barrow 
by the North Slope Borough, which includes 
among 1s cight communites the village of Nusq- 
‘ut. You have misplaced it in the western Colville 
River Delta on the Beaufort Sea. The village is, in 
fact, 15 miles iniand on the Colville River. Nuigsut 
celebrated its 20th anniversary in grand fashion 
last year. 
Tom Lomas 
Barrow, Alaska 


Asa glacial.gcologist and “landformist,” | appreci- 
ate the artistry displayed in the relief map. How- 
ever, an interesting placier-recession feature 15 
missing. [There is now a 15-mile fjord extending 
north from ley Bay, formed by the rapid retreat of 
Tyndall Glacier in recentdecades. In 1946we hada 
hike of 15 miles:‘up the glacier fom Icy Bay to 
Mount $1. Elins’s base at 3 (NM) feet, but today it is 
less than three miles, 
Bert MOLESAAR 
Molenaar Landform Maps 
Barley, Washingion 


Letter whould be addressed to Fora, Nance 
Crographic Magacine, Box 77448, Wostingion, D.C 
20-7345, ond should ficlude the sender y address 
and telephone ninber, Not all letters carr tee used 
Those that ene will often be edited and excerpted. 


National Geographic, September 1904 
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What Every Naturalist 
Under Five Should Know 


tones gently told goqualnt 

vounw children with the natu- 

ral world in. National Gseo- 
graphics new home video series, 
GevAidy. Planned especially for 
preschomlers, the videos pur the 
emphasis on facts conpeved through 
music, poetry, and puppetry 

“We SW VOL In Vid program- 
mung available for very young chil- 
tren.” seve Soactety President Cail 
Crrosvenor. “teeonAnds reaches 
chikiren ait in early stuge and com- 
Mimcates a valine the Society has 
always stom for—pesnect for nature 
through increased awareness.” 

Three characters help children 
develop a sense of kinship with wild 
ammails, Sunny Honeypossum, 
far recht. Hobby Bushbaby, and 
them wise uncle figure, Balzac de 
Chimeteon, touch children’s need 
for COMPAMOnShip, 

“T searched for creatures that 
would be both unfamiliar end 
charming to children,” sav4 creator 
Hank Sarovin 

Che three puppet inends live in a 
magical forest of plants from all 
over the World, With the help of an 
animated, snecry flamingo named 
Francisco — he's allergic to feath- 
erns—Sunny, Bobby, and Balzac 
miroduce children to many forms 


The Family That Preys Together 





of life. from scurrying loaf-cutting 
Ants ta wobhiv infant zebras 

Vining use of the Geographics 
extensive live-action-film bbrary, 
the vidios sow adult jinimale coring 
for thet babies. young hippos loam: 
ng to walk, und beavers buitding 
dams. The first three videos are 
“Flying, Trying. and Honking 
Around,” “Bear Cubs, Baby 
Dicks, ome RookY Rookaburras, ” 
and “Coal Cats, Raindrops, and 





Things That Live in Holes.” 
Andrew Wilk, vice president of 
Pragraninng. save, “We ve packed 
In an cnormous amount of taform- 

tion. Like Really Wild Animaly— 
videos for children five through 
ten—Uiree Asay con be watched ove: 
and over, with something mew 
Ueto cach. time. 

Creokids 6 ovate firoweh Vatenal 
Ceoegrphic Home Video and in video 
tore? Aotentwide, 


Hedging Harris’ hawk practices fying in and out of the 


nest (lett), which ts cradled in the giant anns of 


carro cic, Soon the youngster will joim other 
family members as they gather each wintet mominge in the 
Sonoran Desert of the Amencan Southwest. dnide mio 
hunting parties, and tearch for prey hike jackrebbits or rats 

“They hunt together much like a wolf pack.” says Univer- 
sy of Arizona ortholog James Dawson. Dawson served 
i a conmtuliant to wildhfe cnemutographer Michael Rich- 
ards, whe proaloced EXPLORER’s “Wolves of the Ai 

Thies forst full-length program to focus on Harries” howks 
revedls the hehhy deweloped socteal ormanation of tha bord 
Mf prev—a rare phonomenon in the avian wirid. 

With arepertoire of tactics such as relay chase, flush andl 
ambush, and encirclement. Harms’ hawks take the combina- 
Don of raptor hunting skills and teamwork to new levels. 
EXPLORER: *Wolees of the Air” broadcasts Sunday, Septencber 
35, rf 9 pam. ET on TRS Superstation 
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Celebrating Wilderness: 30-Year-Old 
System Embraces California Desert 


he Carey ne its ¢ Mity OF fhe 
nimclod byw rian, where mat hitnself 
| | hat 





acre 0 
poof wildetness was comed by 
rot the Wildernieos 
eras a Tt ce 


a8 yndon Haines Johnson 
rsd) tif LW 
Thus was born the Natjor! Wii 
troest Preservation System. If ted 
together fragmenia of (J. 8. Forest 
Service Wheres and adhhed thet 
federal lands to crea pickage of 
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tans blooms with bear grass in July 
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onist. thought o wilderness ought 
obe big enowgh for a traveler t 
pach | eck of two wal 
rossing ine own Trocks.” He would 
h loved the syatem's newest falc 
‘a third of the California 

Longer the result of an eight-vea 
battle. Pending final congressional 
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approval of the Cahora Desert Protechon Act, sone 
! nce pushing the naten : 
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With Llamas on Guard, 
Sheep May Safely Graze 
hovotes larve to ent lamb. So da 
stray dogs. Together they 
 oomt U.S, sheep farmers 
more than 2) million dollars in 19) 
shone. Whinvy farmers use trained 
dogs: as guards, but acodents reduce 
ineir average lite span te just a few 
yours. And they must be fed. As 
an alternative, a number of sheep 
protiucers have chosen a shecp- 
guarding animal that hives 15 te 25 
Years, cats grass, amel hates cov- 
otces—the llama, 

Lnported from the Andes, some 
70,000 llamas are now raised in 
North Amertca a4 pack anintials. for 
wool and as pets. Daoing the 198s 
ranchers began using them to guard 
their sheep, including these in 
western Mortara (above right) 

“Lines have evolved a hatural 
HG porin toward all members of 
the dog family, because foxes attack 
then young in the Andes,” says Bill 
Franklin, professor of animal! coul- 
ogy at lows State University, who 
Stites pulird llamas with colleupuce 
Kelly Powell. “When they see @ ony- 
ote, hey often give an alarm call. 
They chase it ond Rick it 
if they can.’ 

Linmas fire not the 
sheen 3 only new 
found friends. Wild 
burroas also guard 
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sheep; about 4,500) burreas, most to 
be wed 146 guard animals, hove been 
rounded up by the Bureau of Land 
Management and adapted by ranch: 
ers smnce | ORS 


Parking-Meter Change 
stems Nature's Violation 


rou won't gel a tiekes if you 
don't feed these conservation 
purking melers. hutit vou da 
spare some change, you'll be help 
ite save the tin forest 
The meters have nothing to do 
with parsing your car—they re like 
wishing Wells. About 60 have been 
imstallied at lL). S. and Canadian 
tL OPTS. STS, niicl pos. 
including this one inthe San Fran- 
oat 4.00 dclormned by a live 
preen-cheeked Amazon par- 
rot. The project is 
sponsored by the 
Center for Ecosys- 
tem Survival in 
cooperation with 
Rotary Clubs, the 
Nature (conser- 
Vancy, ahd other 
nen prot orga- 
nizahons, The 
praceecs furd 
eoservation ctforts 
In Latin Americ, 
Where a quarter buys 9) 
square feet of ranrforest. With the 
meters, the partners hope to muse 
two million dollirs —obout 26 
syuare miles® worth, 
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Locust Phobia: “‘Is There 
a Fungus Among Us?” 


n drowght-stricken Africun coun 
Tries, rain ts both a blessing and 
bce. “When the rams come 

ao do desert locusts, in UNIT gin: 
able numbers,” saves Chris Prior of 
the Internauional Institute of Biolog. 
ical Control in England. Breeding in 
miomst sod), a hounded billie vora- 
Cokes locusts can swarm th rough 
Ethiopia or Sudan in the course of 
A Ven, laving waste to com, nce, 
millet, and other crops, 

R oughly 3,5 million gallons cif 
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pesiiciies were used during the las 
locust pligue. from RG lo LVR, 
Bul Preorand researchers claewhere 
have Ln environmentally friends 
weapon —f lethunl fumes. When the 
finieus is spraved, its sparcs land on 
the insects, porminute, and pene- 
trate their bodies. The fungus grows 
and completely fille the locust's 
body, killing it in five to ten days. 
Fichd tests have been promsing 

in Genin, Niger, Mauritania, and 
SG Arica, 
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ee t's not that easy to shoot fron 
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a qi |. 
who got her share of sad 


a horse. aos iree- 


4aNNA Prine fahoye, 
tif] Tceche bi. 
He nme while photographing the 
Soncran Desert article. Riding des- 
ert trails for hours at a-stretch, “T 
really feli like an old-time cowboy, 
che savas, “with the rem in one hand 
arid my camer. instead cel a oe, tt 
the other.” 

MMecting the people of the Sono- 
ran such os these cuttle rancher 
near Hermoalo, Meaco —was the 
hest part of the story for the photog 
rupher. “Lloved learning about how 
they make their lives in the 

Jonna makes her life mi Washing 
con, D.C. Roaised in Rochmena, 
Virgmia, she graduated from Wary 
Washington College wrth ma por in 
nsvieholoey and art, She says Doth 
discrpii nes have prove db useful in her 
behind the camer, including 
article on the Pales- 

l ike making photographs 
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Bhquettc ft: Apeen ss ng uwibers aT 
goke bars dictates that evernnune 


inthe establishment most perform 


te taoed mimic. When freelance 
phormeramhicr Peri Esti s turn 
Dime GE i in| ia iF ae A Lapham 
he testend found a wuitir and 
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Dylan Kickin 


Door" —much to the chelicht of 


in Heaven s 
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“Tike te immerse myself in dit: 
erent cultures,’ 
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YQocdumented Wave Of tite 


Botowana to Brooklyn. 

Working in lapan lor ths maine 

he developed an ottimity for the 
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writing of the 
Matiuc Bash’ 
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“Every diay isa 
UTE itself iv femme." 
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Says the peripatetic photogra- 
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of my life on the road today 
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Park Avenue Ultra. 
lo help it slip past the imports, 
we put leflon’ 


Leather seating areas. 225 horsepower. 
And Teflon oil seals in the supercharger 
for durability. Park Avenue Ultra 















delivers luxury that really performs. 
To learn more, call 1-800-4A-BUICK. 
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